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COMPLETED Federated States of Micronesia 
yellowfin and bigeye tuna - longline

Overview

FIP Description

The Federated States of Micronesia (FSM) longline tuna FIP was launched in 2012. The FIP entered "stage 2" in 

January 2016. The fishery achieved MSC certification for WCPO yellowfin tuna in 2018, and is currently under 

MSC full assessment for WCPO bigeye tuna. The locally-based pelagic longline fishery that operates in the 

FSM's Exclusive Economic Zone targets bigeye and yellowfin tunas and incidentally catches various additional 

market species. There are about 50 active vessels in the fishery. The project, designed to meet all elements of a 

comprehensive FIP as defined by the Conservation Alliance for Seafood Solutions, has an overarching aim of 

addressing all deficiencies identified in an MSC pre-assessment so that the fishery will pass an assessment 

against the MSC standard. Key improvements needed include putting in place elements of robust harvest 

strategies for the two stocks of the principal market species; augmenting the institutional capacity to achieve the 

prescribed minimum observer coverage rate to meet scientific objectives of monitoring; and augmenting the 

management system for stocks and populations of vulnerable secondary species, including endangered, 

threatened and protected species. 

FIP??????????

How is this FIP Doing?

Current Status: 

21% 79%

Actions Progress This shows the proportion of actions in the workplan that the FIP has completed.

50%  

Actions Overview This shows the proportion of actions that are behind schedule, on track,completed, or not yet 

started.

https://fisheryprogress.org/sites/default/files/Federated States of Micronesia yellowfin and bigeye tuna - longline - 2019.pdf


Behind On Track Complete Future

50% 0% 50% 0%

FIP Objective(s)

The project aims is to improve fisheries management and practices by January 2020 so that the fishery is able to 

pass an assessment for WCPO bigeye tuna against the MSC fisheries standard.

 

 

FIP Type

Comprehensive

FIP Stage

Stage 5: Improvements on the Water

Start and Projected End Dates

January, 2016 -

January, 2020

Species

Common Name

Bigeye Tuna

Scientific Name

Thunnus obesus

Buying Guide Link Image

Bigeye Tuna

Buying Guide

Gear Type

Longline

https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/bigeye-tuna
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/bigeye-tuna
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/bigeye-tuna
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/bigeye-tuna
https://fisheryprogress.org/product-and-gear-type/longline


Location

Area 71 (Pacific, Western Central)

FAO Major Fishing Area

Country

Micronesia (Federated States of)

Exclusive Economic Zones

WCPFC

Regional Fisheries Management Organization (RFMO)

Estimated Total FIP Landings

1500 metric tons

FIP Leads

Organization Name

Lead: Luen Thai Fishing Venture

Organization Type

Industry

Primary Contact

Eric Gilman FIP Coordinator

Email

EGilman@utas.edu.au

Website Name

FSM longline tuna FIP

Organization Name

Co-lead: FSM National Oceanic Resource Management Authority (NORMA)

Organization Type

Other

Primary Contact

Bradley Phillip

Email

bradley.philip@norma.fm

https://fisheryprogress.org/fao-major-fishing-areas/area-71-pacific-western-central
mailto:EGilman@utas.edu.au
https://sites.google.com/site/fsmlonglinefip/home
mailto:bradley.philip@norma.fm


Website Name

National Oceanic Resource Management Authority

Organization Name

Co-lead: Anova Foods USA

Organization Type

Industry

Primary Contact

Helen Packer

Email

helen.packer@anovafoodusa.com

Website Name

Fishing & Living

Organization Name

Co-lead: Norpac Fisheries Export

Organization Type

Industry

Primary Contact

Tom Kraft

Email

thomaskraft@mac.com

Website Name

Norpac
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