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Brazil croaker - trawl & bottom gillnet

Overview

FIP Description

Beaver Street Fisheries and CeDePesca have signed an agreement to design a FIP with the ultimate goal of 

achieving an MSC certifiable status for the Croaker trawl and bottom gillnet fishery that takes place in southern 

Brazil.

Croaker (Umbrina canosai) is a demersal species distributed between Rio de Janeiro (Brazil) and Rio Colorado 

(Argentina), exploited mainly on the continental shelf of southern Brazil, and has great economic importance.

According to a stock assessment conducted in 2006, the croaker stock was overexploited at the time. In addition, 

the MSC pre-assessment completed by CeDePesca in November 2021 showed that the fishery-specific 

management system is not enough to rebuild the stock nor to ensure that it fluctuates around a level consistent 

with its Maximum Sustainable Yield. Furthermore, at the start of this FIP, the harvest strategy is not well 

structured, there is no harvest control rule, and there has been no continuous fishery statistics program since 

2008. This FIP will aim at improving fishery practices and policies in Brazil so that stocks can be rebuilt to their 

optimal level.

In Brazil, fisheries are managed by the Ministry of Agriculture, Livestock and Food (MAPA), through the 

Secretariat of Aquaculture and Fisheries (SAP). However, the Permanent Committee for the Management and 

Sustainable Use of Southeastern and Southern Demersal Resources (CPG), which had the objective of 

providing advice for the sustainable exploitation of demersal resources –including croaker– was suspended in 

2019. Recently, in April 2022, the SAP/MAPA published a list of the institutions that would compose the CPG. 

This FIP will aim at achieving the actual reinstatement of the CPG for Southeastern and Southern Demersal 

Resources and to ensure it meets in a regular fashion to address serious issues in the fishery.

In general, this FIP aims to address all the sustainability hurdles that were identified through the MSC pre-

assessment, and Beaver Street Fisheries and CeDePesca are keen to join efforts with other stakeholders in the 

supply chain to achieve a certifiable status for fisheries.

How is this FIP Doing?



Current Status: 

75% 11% 14%

Actions Progress This shows the proportion of actions in the workplan that the FIP has completed.

0%

Actions Overview This shows the proportion of actions that are behind schedule, on track,completed, or not yet 

started.

Behind On Track Complete Future

0% 50% 0% 50%

Red Indicator Progress This shows the proportion of actions specifically addressing red indicators that are 

behind schedule, on track, completed, or not yet started. This helps users understand the progress the FIP is 

making on the biggest challenges in the fishery.

Behind On Track Complete Future

0% 50% 0% 50%

FIP Progress Rating

D - Some Past Progress

FIP Objective(s)

The ultimate objective of this FIP is to achieve the fishery’s certifiable status against the MSC standard by April 

2027, in a socially responsible way. To this end, the FIP has the following objectives:

1. Ensure the design and adoption of a harvest strategy that includes recovery objectives for the fish stock, 

harvest control rules and tools, appropriate control and surveillance measures, and stock monitoring schemes by 

April 2027.

2. Support the authorities in the re-establishment of the Permanent Management Committees at the national 

level by January 2023, and promote the adoption of decision-making processes that result in strategies to 

achieve the fishery-specific objectives using the precautionary approach by April 2027.

3. Achieve the restart of government-led data collection programs and ensure the inclusion of aspects related to 

other components of the ecosystem (secondary species, ETP, and habitats) by April 2024.

4. As of April 2023, ensure that data is collected in quantity and quality sufficient to conduct regular risk analyses 

and to estimate the risk that the fisheries pose to other components of the ecosystem (primary species, 

secondary species, ETP species, and habitats).



5. Achieve the conduction of regular stock assessments by official research entities by April 2027.

6. Comply with the requirements of the FisheryProgress’ Human Rights and Social Responsibility policy 

throughout the duration of the FIP.

FIP Type

Comprehensive

FIP Stage

Stage 3: FIP Implementation

Start and Projected End Dates

April, 2022 -

April, 2027

Species

Common Name

Argentine Croaker

Scientific Name

Umbrina canosai

Gear Type

Bottom Gillnet

Trawl

Location

Area 41 (Atlantic, Southwest)

FAO Major Fishing Area

Country

Brazil

Geographic Scope

Southern Brazil

Exclusive Economic Zones

Estimated Total FIP Landings

400 metric tons

https://fisheryprogress.org/product-and-gear-type/bottom-gillnet
https://fisheryprogress.org/product-and-gear-type/trawl
https://fisheryprogress.org/fao-major-fishing-areas/area-41-atlantic-southwest


FIP Leads

Organization Name

CeDePesca

Organization Type

NGO

Primary Contact

Rochelle Cruz

Email

rochelle.cruz@cedepesca.net

Website Name

CeDePesca's Site
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