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PROSPECTIVE Chile artisanal southern hake -
longline

Overview

FIP Description

Southern Hake (Merluccius australis) is a demersal species that inhabits the southern-austral distribution in
Chile (from latitude 47° 28°6” to latitude 57°). This species has been classified as overexploited and subject to
overfishing since 2013. The annual global quota is divided into 60% for artisanal fishing (using longlines) and
40% for industrial fishing (trawl and longline). Access to new fishing agents is restricted, and there is a
reproductive closure in August, along with restrictions on fishing gear.

In practice, due to quota transfer mechanisms, artisanal fishing is responsible for approximately 25% of the total
catch.

The management of this fishery falls under the purview of the Undersecretariat of Fisheries and Aquaculture
(SUBPESCA). They collaborate with the Scientific and Technical Committee for Demersal Resources in the
Southern Austral Zone. Together, they define the fishery status, establish biological reference points,
recommend the range for setting the global quota, design management measures, and create management
plans.

Since 2014, the Southern Hake Management Committee has operated. Its primary role is to serve as an advisory
and consulting body for fisheries authorities. Additionally, the committee develops the corresponding
fishery management plan. It includes representatives from the artisanal, industrial, and processing sectors, as

well as government officials.

In 2023, approximately 17,800 tons of Southern Hake were landed. Among these, the Artisanal Fishermen
Federation of Hualaihue captured around 1,900 tons, representing about 9% of the total landings and 33% of
effective artisanal landings (excluding quota transfers from artisanal to industrial sectors).

The catches are made using midwater longlines in inland waters. Fishing trips typically last up to 2 days and
occur on vessels with a maximum length of 12 meters.

The harvested fish are primarily destined for direct human consumption products in export markets. On average,
around 10,000 tons of finished product are exported annually, valued at approximately $50 million. Spain is the
main destination, accounting for 90% of exports, with roughly 30% in fresh chilled volume and the remaining 70%
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in frozen form.

How is this FIP Doing?

Current Status:

Actions Progress This shows the proportion of actions in the workplan that the FIP has completed.
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FIP Type
Prospective

FIP Stage
Stage 1: FIP Development

Start and Projected End Dates

Species

Common Name
Southern Hake
Scientific Name
Merluccius australis

Gear Type
Longline

Location

FAO Major Fishing Area
Area 87 (Pacific, Southeast)

Exclusive Economic Zones

Country
Chile
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Geographic Scope
Los Lagos region

Country Flag of Vessel
Chile

FIP Leads

Organization Name
Federacion de Pescadores Artesanales de Hualihue

Organization Type
Other

Primary Contact
José Alvarado

Email
secretaria@merluzadelsur.cl

Website Name
www.merluzadelsur.cl
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