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PROSPECTIVE Jamaica spiny lobster - traps

Overview

FIP Description

Netuno USA and Rainforest Seafoods have partnered with CeDePesca to develop a FIP for the spiny lobster (

Panulirus argus) fishery in Jamaica.  To this end, CeDePesca is preparing a gap analysis against the MSC 

standard that will inform the design of an Action Plan.

There are three types of lobsters found in Jamaica’s coastal waters and on the offshore banks of Pedro Bank, 

Morant Bank and Formigas Bank:  Spiny lobsters (Panulirus argus), spotted spiny lobster (Panulirus guttatus) 

and slipper lobster (family Scyllaridae). Of the three types, spiny lobster -also known as Caribbean spiny lobster- 

is the most harvested.

The Jamaica spiny lobster fishery is conducted using traps as the main fishing gear, but other fishing gears are 

also used -such as nets-, as well as other fishing methods -such as hookah diving-. Individual fishers supply 

individual consumers and small intermediaries.  The Jamaica spiny lobster fishery is conducted close to the 

coast onboard small vessels carrying 3-4 fishers that fish in day trips, and onboard larger vessels carrying 10-15 

fishers that conduct fishing trips of about 3 to 5 days in offshore areas. Fishing vessels are made of wood 

regardless of their size.

The spiny lobster fishery is the second most lucrative export fishery in Jamaica, after the queen conch fishery. In 

2019, the total production of lobster in Jamaica was estimated to be approximately 230 tons. 

How is this FIP Doing?

Current Status: 

Actions Progress This shows the proportion of actions in the workplan that the FIP has completed.
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FIP Type

Prospective

FIP Stage

Stage 1: FIP Development

Start and Projected End Dates

Species

Common Name

Spiny Lobster (Caribbean)

Scientific Name

Panulirus argus

Buying Guide Link Image

Spiny Lobster (Caribbean)

Buying Guide

Gear Type

Pot/Trap

Location

Area 31 (Atlantic, Western Central)

FAO Major Fishing Area

Country

Jamaica

Geographic Scope

Jamaica EEZ

Country Flag of Vessel

Exclusive Economic Zones

https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/spiny-lobster-caribbean
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/spiny-lobster-caribbean
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/spiny-lobster-caribbean
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/spiny-lobster-caribbean
https://fisheryprogress.org/product-and-gear-type/pottrap
https://fisheryprogress.org/fao-major-fishing-areas/area-31-atlantic-western-central


Jamaica

FIP Leads

Organization Name

CeDePesca

Organization Type

NGO

Primary Contact

Elena Cantos

Email

elena.cantos@cedepesca.net

Website Name

https://cedepesca.net/
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