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PROSPECTIVE Chile artisanal swordfish - gillnet

Overview

FIP Description

Resource Description:

The swordfish (Xiphias gladius) is a highly migratory pelagic species found in tropical, subtropical, and temperate 

waters of all oceans and inland seas worldwide, except in polar regions. In Chile, it ranges from the northern limit 

of the country to about 40° South Latitude, associated with waters between 13°C and 24°C.

Fishery Description:

The swordfish fishery in Chile has traditionally been artisanal, with capture records available for over 60 years. 

Since 1986, there has been significant growth in the fishery, associated with the increase of the artisanal fleet 

and the introduction of gillnets, as well as the use of satellite imagery of sea surface temperature (Yañez et. al., 

2014 ).

The fishery, conducted by the artisanal fleet, takes place from April to December, following the species' 

movement patterns. Access is controlled for new entrants, and there is regulation of fishing gear and equipment. 

Annual monitoring is carried out by the Institute for Fisheries Development (IFOP) through the “Monitoring 

Program of Major National Fisheries. Highly Migratory Resources with an Ecosystem Approach,” and is also 

monitored by the Scientific Technical Committee for highly migratory resources, chondrichthyes, and biodiversity.

For 2023, the Undersecretary of Fisheries and Aquaculture (SUBPESCA) determined its exploitation status as 

"Fully Exploited" (SUBPESCA, 2023), indicating it is in a healthy state, a situation that has persisted for over a 

decade. Recent research reveals that swordfish has high resilience, allowing it to be harvested without 

negatively impacting its sustainability (Wiff et. al, 2018). Additionally, indicators established by FishSource for 

this resource show values above 6, though they warn of high uncertainty in regional stock assessments due to its 

migratory condition, although all simulations show it to be above the suggested reference points.

https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Cristian-Canales-2/publication/228778530_Monitoreo_y_evaluacion_de_la_pesqueria_chilena_de_pez_espada/links/09e41508ad732b61c9000000/Monitoreo-y-evaluacion-de-la-pesqueria-chilena-de-pez-espada.pdf
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Cristian-Canales-2/publication/228778530_Monitoreo_y_evaluacion_de_la_pesqueria_chilena_de_pez_espada/links/09e41508ad732b61c9000000/Monitoreo-y-evaluacion-de-la-pesqueria-chilena-de-pez-espada.pdf
https://www.subpesca.cl/portal/618/articles-121344_recurso_1.pdf
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/abs/pii/S0165783617303399


Since 2021, there have been regulations regarding handling protocols and mitigation measures to reduce 

incidental capture of marine mammals in this fishery (SUBPESCA, 2021). Recently, SUBPESCA, in collaboration 

with the National Institute for Sustainable Development of Artisanal Fisheries and Small-Scale Aquaculture 

(INDESPA), has been developing a pilot project to equip the artisanal fleet with "pingers" devices to reduce 

incidental capture during fishing operations (INDESPA, 2025).
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Common Name

Swordfish

Scientific Name

Xiphias gladius
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Swordfish

Buying Guide

https://www.subpesca.cl/portal/615/articles-112897_documento.pdf
https://www.indespa.cl/noticias-indespa/lebu-flota-redera-artesanal-de-pez-espada-es-capacitada-para-implementar-dispositivos-acusticos-pingers-que-ayuden-a-reducir-la-captura-incidental-de-mamiferos-marinos-0/
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/swordfish
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/swordfish
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/swordfish
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/swordfish


Gear Type

Gillnet

Location

Area 87 (Pacific, Southeast)

FAO Major Fishing Area

Country

Chile

Geographic Scope

from the northern limit of the country to about 40° South Latitude

Country Flag of Vessel

Chile

Exclusive Economic Zones

FIP Leads

Organization Name

ISAM CHILE

Organization Type

Industry

Primary Contact

Ernesto Alegria Aguirre

Email

ealegria@isamchile.com

Website Name

ISAM CHILE
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