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PROSPECTIVE Chile artisanal patagonian 
toothfish - bottom longline

Overview

FIP Description

The Patagonian toothfish (Dissostichus eleginoides) is a slow-growing, long-lived demersal fish species (over 50 

years) inhabiting the southern seas. In Chile, two management units have been established: (i) Artisanal Fishing 

Area (APA) from the Arica and Parinacota region to 47°S, and (ii) Bidded Fishing Unit (UPL) from 47°S to 57°S 

(preferably industrial with an auction regime), both extending from the coastline to the Exclusive Economic Zone 

(EEZ).

This Fishery Improvement Project (FIP) will focus on the Artisanal Fishing Area (APA). The artisanal fleet 

operating within the APA conducts extensive latitudinal movements during extraction operations, undertaking 

long-term trips to harvest the resource using bottom longline fishing gear. Landings are regulated under the 

Convention for the Conservation of Antarctic Marine Living Resources (CCAMLR), via Resolution EX No. 1469 / 

2012 of the National Fisheries and Aquaculture Service (SERNAPESCA).

The APA fishing unit is currently overexploited (SUBPESCA, 2024), with restricted access controls and 

limitations on the number of hooks per fishing trip.  Patagonian Toothfish Management Committee has been in 

session since 2015 but has yet to establish a Management Plan for this resource.

For 2025, SUBPESCA has set a total allowable catch (TAC) for the APA area at 2,257 tons, based on the ranges 

recommended by the Scientific Technical Committee on Deepwater Demersal Resources in October 2024.

How is this FIP Doing?

Current Status: 

Actions Progress This shows the proportion of actions in the workplan that the FIP has completed.

https://www.sernapesca.cl/app/uploads/2023/11/res.ex_.1469-2012_1.pdf
https://www.sernapesca.cl/app/uploads/2023/11/res.ex_.1469-2012_1.pdf
https://www.subpesca.cl/portal/618/articles-121344_recurso_1.pdf
https://fisheryprogress.org/Comité%20de%20Manejo%20de%20Bacalao%20de%20Profundidad
https://www.subpesca.cl/portal/616/articles-123647_documento.pdf
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Stage 1: FIP Development

Start and Projected End Dates

Species

Common Name

Patagonian Toothfish

Scientific Name

Dissostichus eleginoides

Buying Guide Link Image

Patagonian Toothfish

Buying Guide

Gear Type

Bottom Longline

Location

Area 87 (Pacific, Southeast)

FAO Major Fishing Area

Country

Chile

Geographic Scope

Exclusive Economic Zones

https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/patagonian-toothfish
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/patagonian-toothfish
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/patagonian-toothfish
https://fishchoice.com/buying-guide/patagonian-toothfish
https://fisheryprogress.org/product-and-gear-type/bottom-longline
https://fisheryprogress.org/fao-major-fishing-areas/area-87-pacific-southeast


from the northern limit of the country to 47° South Latitude

Country Flag of Vessel

Chile

FIP Leads

Organization Name

ISAM CHILE

Organization Type

Industry

Primary Contact

Ernesto Alegria Aguirre

Email

ealegria@isamchile.com

Website Name

ISAM CHILE
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