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No. 0512.5/ Qi 6% Department of Fisheries
Kaset Klang, Chatuchak,
Bangkok 10900, Thailand

I April B.E. 2563 (2020)
Dear Ms. Malinee Smithrithee,

Subject: Requesting SEAFDEC to Contain Sub-regional Cooperation for Sustainable
Neritic Tuna Fisheries Management in the Gulf of Thailand in the 52"
Meeting of the SEAFDEC Council and Maintain its Roles in Performing
as a Technical Support Body on Such Matters

In regard to the need to ascertain sustainability of neritic tuna resources in the
Southeast Asian region, Department of Fisheries, Thailand acknowledges SEAFDEC as an
inter-governmental body of the region that has continuously motivated Member Countries to
achieve our goals on sustainable neritic tuna fisheries in Southeast Asian waters and taken
significant steps to improve its roles in supporting technical advices and providing various
discussion platforms to facilitate cooperation among scientists and managers for exerting greater
recommendations for national, sub-regional and regional level application. The Regional Plan
of Action on Neritic Tunas (RPOA-Neritic Tunas) is one of the crucial progresses that SEAFDEC
has developed so far since 2015. By this tool, Member Countries have been supported on related
activities, e.g., establishing Scientific Working Group (SWG) on neritic tuna, conducting training
programs on capacity building for fisheries officers on both basic and advance methods on
stock and risk assessment, initiating landing data collection system, and proposing policy and
management recommendations for further appropriate actions. Thus, we have the honor to inform
you that we could not have come this far without SEAFDEC’s initiation and continuation of support.

In this connection, we would like to draw your attention to the regional cooperation
for sustainable neritic tuna fisheries in Southeast Asian waters that needs to be carried on
since some provided platforms have been paused because of termination of project support,
e.g., the Gulf of Thailand Sub-region meeting. Apparently, Member Countries have still needed
regional mechanism to enable us to exchange information among ASEAN Member States on
legal framework, policies and management, trade rules and regulations as every one of these items
is not certain and is getting to be changed by time. Therefore, we are writing to you to explore
the possibility of SEAFDEC cooperation in containing sub-regional cooperation for sustainable
neritic tuna fisheries management in the Gulf of Thailand in the 52" Meeting of the SEAFDEC
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Council and maintaining its roles in performing as a technical support body on related project
activities. The Department of Fisheries, Thailand is ready to serve as a lead country on such matters
in accordance with Strategic Plan of Action (SPA) for the ASEAN Co-operation in Fisheries
and the Resolution on Sustainable Fisheries for Food Security for the ASEAN Region towards 2020.

Your kind co-operation is, as always, very much appreciated.

Yours sincerely,

Mesak Pakdeekong)

Director-General

Ms. Malinee Smithrithee, Secretary-General, SEAFDEC Secretariat,
P.O. Box 1046, Kasetsart Post Office, Bangkok 10903, Thailand,
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