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PoLICY ON ABANDONED FISHING NETS AND FISHING GEAR IN

THE OCEAN

Abandoned fishing nets and gears are a serious source of marine pollution. They not
only affect the safety of fishing vessels, but also endanger the lives of marine
organisms. Abandoned fishing nets are nets that have been lost or discarded in the
ocean for various reasons, also known as "ghost nets" or "drift nets". Derelict fishing
nets not only cause marine pollution, but also pose a threat to marine life as they can
become entangled in fish, sea turtles, cetaceans and other animals, causing them to

suffocate, get injured or die.

In order to reduce the hazards of derelict fishing nets, governments and international
organizations have formulated some relevant policies and measures, for example:

- The United Nations Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) stipulates that
states should take all necessary measures to prevent, reduce and control the
discharge of pollutants, including derelict fishing gear, into the sea from ships,

aircraft, platforms or other man-made facilities.

- The International Maritime Organization (IMO) Convention on the Prevention and
Control of Marine Pollution (MARPOL) prohibits the discharge of all forms of plastics

into the sea, including synthetic fibers, plastic bags and packaging.

- The Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) Code of Conduct
for Responsible Fisheries recommends that countries should recycle and dispose of
discarded fishing gear wherever possible and encourage the use of biodegradable or

recyclable materials.
- Goal 14 of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) is to protect
and sustainably use the oceans, seas and marine resources, and one of the targets is

to prevent and significantly reduce marine pollution in all its forms, in particular from
land-based activities, by 2025.

THERE ARE SEVERAL WAYS TO RECYCLE AND DISPOSE OF DERELICT

FISHING NETS/GEAR:



- Before recycling, floats, lead lines, etc. of fishing nets/gear should be removed and
properly sorted before recycling to enhance the willingness of back-end recycling
https://www.epa.gov.tw/Page/AE79907437CF9853.

- Fishing nets and fishing gear should be collected in the recycling area in the fishing
harbor. If there is no recycling area in the fishing harbor, it is recommended to

contact the recycler for recycling on a regular or quantitative basis.

- Through the process of washing, crushing, heat treatment, and extrusion, recycled
plastic pellets are produced. The nylon can be extracted and made into spinning yarn,
which can then be made into related textile products, such as clothes, hats,

backpacks, etc. The waste fishing gear is mostly plastic.

- Most of the discarded fishing gear is made of plastics, so they can be recycled, and
after recycling, they can be turned into secondary plastic materials for a wide range
of uses. Fishermen are advised to wash their fishing nets first to remove the organic
matter and salt from the nets after they are out of use, so as to minimize the

difficulties in disposal.

- Increase marking and tracking of fishing gear to reduce the likelihood of loss or
abandonment. For example, reflective, light-emitting or sound-emitting devices can
be installed on fishing gear, or technologies such as satellite positioning systems
(GPS) can be used.

- Enhance the management and recovery of fishing gear to minimize the possibility of
abandonment or forgetfulness. For example, a registration system for fishing gear
can be set up to require fishermen to record the quantity and location of the gear
used and recovered, or a temporary storage area for fishing gear can be set up to
encourage fishermen to deliver the gear that is no longer in use to a recycling point
after it has entered the harbor https://www.agriharvest.tw/archives/49782.

- Use biodegradable or recyclable materials for fishing gear to minimize the impact



on the marine environment. For example, natural materials such as corn starch,
wood fiber, and shrimp shells can be used instead of man-made materials such as

plastics.

- Enhance marine clean-up and educational activities (training) to increase crew

awareness and participation in marine conservation.
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