
10.19.2022. Visit to the office of the Kurilsky Nature Reserve in Yuzhno-Kurilsk 

(Kunashir) 

 

 

   On October 19, we held a meeting in 

Yuzhno-Kurilsk with the staff of the 

Kurilsky Nature Reserve. 

 

In the photo, from left to right: Alexander 

Kisleyko, Reserve Director, Dmitry Sokov, 

employee, Tatiana Tochilina, VNIRO 

employee, Lyudmila Fedorova, ForSea 

Solutions consultant, and Anna Avdeeva, 

employee of Yuzhno-Kurilsky 

Ryibokombinat Co., Ltd. 

 

 

 

          Two separate meetings took place during the visit to the Kurilsky Nature Reserve office: one 

with the Reserve’s Director Alexander Kisleyko and their staff member Dmitry Sokov and another 

one with the Deputy Director for science Elena Viktorovna Linnik. 

          The Reserve has a good website, which publishes plans and results of the entity’s activities, 

information about the scientific work conducted by the Reserve’s staff, their publications in scientific 

journals, information about outreach work and educational projects. For example, using the link 

http://kurilskiy.ru/kadastr-fauna you can access the State Fauna Cadaster for this protected territory. 

This comprehensive data is updated once every three years. The table 

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ekVMb7CK-QObeYNExOZ_-mm5TLWDHCkA/view includes 

one species from the endangered species list: Sakhalin Taimen Parahucho perryi (Brevoort, 1856), 

which occurs in the waters of the Kurilsky Nature Reserve. 

          As stated on the website http://kurilskiy.ru/tpost/f4rjkiot81-sotrudniki-otdela-ohrani-

zapovednika-kur, in 2021 state wardens employed by the Kurilsky Nature Reserve conducted 389 

inspection surveys of the territory and protection zones of the Kurilsky Nature Reserve, as well as the 

land and waters of the Malye Kuryly Reserve. Foot patrols of the territory covered 4,552 km, another 

32,754 km were surveys by motor vehicles, and 7,003 km – by means of a watercraft. As a result of 

monitoring and in-season inspections conducted jointly with various law enforcement organizations, 

36 cases of administrative offenses (Reserve polices’ violations, including violations of Fire Safety 

Regulations for the forested areas, Fishing Guidelines, and unauthorized presence on the territory) 

were initiated in 2021. 27 administrative fines were imposed for the total amount of more than 2 

million rubles, including one for illegal open-pit mining in the protected area.  

            Biotechnical activities conducted by the Reserve employees in 2021 included: cleaning 5 

rivers and lake channels containing salmon spawning grounds; additional feeding of fish owls at 3 

feeding sites; manufacturing and repair of 5 artificial nests for fish owls (listed in the Red Book of 

Russia as critically endangered); installation of 6 tree hollow nesting sites for Tengmalm's Owl made 

by the Kuril children and their parents as part of the educational event "House for Tengmalm's Owls".  

 

Interview with Alexander Kisleyko, Director of the Kurilsky Nature Reserve, and Dmitry 

Sokov, State Inspector for the Reserve. 

 

Lyudmila briefly spoke about the spawning grounds’ monitoring conducted in the Kunashir Island 

rivers and lakes. She mentioned that the preliminary data of the researchers involved in this work 

shows that the rivers of the southern part of Kunashir hardly contribute to pink salmon reproduction. 

Rivers of the northern part of the island can be considered the main spawning rivers. 

 

http://kurilskiy.ru/kadastr-fauna
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1ekVMb7CK-QObeYNExOZ_-mm5TLWDHCkA/view
http://kurilskiy.ru/tpost/f4rjkiot81-sotrudniki-otdela-ohrani-zapovednika-kur
http://kurilskiy.ru/tpost/f4rjkiot81-sotrudniki-otdela-ohrani-zapovednika-kur


Alexander: Yes, we are seeing a sad situation with pink salmon returns. We already mentioned this 

to you last year: nothing is being done on the island to improve salmon reproduction outcomes. 

During the Soviet times, the yearly work of biological melioration was conducted just before the 

juvenile outmigration. We have a lot of white-spotted char, which prey on juvenile salmon. Now 

nobody is taking char out of the rivers. We are also seeing some lake channels eroding into the water. 

This occurs in Lake Dlinnoe and Lake Mikhailovskoe. This erosion takes place at the time smolt 

migration (the channels are functional during the adult return season - Liudmila's comment). And 

that is where white-spotted char gathers to celebrate; they devour all juvenile pink and chum salmon. 

Nobody takes care of it, even though that’s where some fishing sites are located. And I it is criminal 

that obligations of the owners of fishing parcels to conduct reclamation activities were removed from 

the legislature. 

 

Lyudmila: The existing legislation states that businesses have no rights to engage in dredging without 

a special project permit. Any work involving excavation of water bodies is considered a nearly 

criminal offence. That is why nobody deals with it.  

 

Alexander: I also believe that our fish populations were harmed during the period when the Japanese 

were allowed to fish with driftnets in our economic zone. They fished in the migration routes to the 

island. I'm a game biologist. And I learned much about the sustainable use of resources. Only a certain 

percentage of the return can be taken, so that the reproduction is stable. Now we can see the results 

even in the behavior of our bears. Kuril bears have always been the most good-natured. They easily 

fattened up, especially on pink salmon. Now it is not uncommon for bears to come into human 

settlements in search of food. 

I also really don't like this special invention - the Fish Counting Weir  (FCW). We need to be taking 

into account not only the number of fish needed to fill our spawning grounds, but also meet the needs 

of other animals and birds. In nature, everything is interconnected. 

 

Lyudmila: Is this relevant to Kunashir? Are there any FCWs on Kunashir? 

 

Alexander: No, there are no FCWs on Kunashir yet. 

 

Dmitry: Not exactly. On Kunashir, there's a FCW on the Rikorda River. Chum salmon returning to 

the hatchery is being taken out right there. But there are two channels on that river, so they are 

blocking the second one. 

 

Lyudmila: Are there any natural spawning grounds for chum salmon on that river? 

 

Dmitry: According to the fishery agency called Sakhalinrybvod, there are no natural spawning 

grounds for chum salmon in the Rikorda River, only pink salmon spawning grounds (Sakhalinrybvod 

states that there are 3,630 m2 of pink salmon spawning grounds in the Rikorda River - Lyudmila's 

comment). 

 

Lyudmila: Last year you told us that you were monitoring rivers in the northern part of Kunashir. 

Have you conducted any such activities in the northern rivers within the Reserve territory this year? 

 

Dmitry: Yes, this year we also conducted some monitoring. I went through the rivers from the 

Saratovka to the Severyanka in mid-September. And I can say that this year, the northern rivers are 

in a much worse condition in terms of pink salmon escapement. All of the northern streams, such as 

the Nochka, were semi-empty this year. Some level of escapement was observed to the Zalivnaya and 

Severnaya rivers and in Lake Valentiny. I am talking of about 20% to 30% of spawning areas being 

utilized. Other rivers had only a few dozen spawners or even just individual fish. For comparison, the 

year before last, in 2020, all the rivers of the northern part of the island had at least 25-30% of the 

needed escapement, whereas this year I saw a similar state in only three streams. 



We annually clean up the mouths of rivers, as well as lake channels. This year we cleaned the channel 

connecting Mikhailovskoye Lake, as well as the Severyanka River channel. 

 

Lyudmila: We would like to discuss the possibility of joint expeditions with local fish biologists to 

the northern rivers. 

 

Alexander: That would be good even just for the sakes of documenting changes in the composition 

of spawning sites’ substrate. I myself have observed changes in the Filatova River: 20 years ago, 

gravel of significantly smaller size used to be predominant in those spawning sites. Now, there are a 

lot of larger cobbles. 

 

Dmitry: There are rivers on Kunashir Island that are acidic or carry volcanic sediment, so there are 

no fish in those waters at all and such rivers are not productive: the Tyatinka, Saratovka, Nochka. 

These streams do not deserve much attention. Another interesting tendency observed on Kunashir in 

the last 2 years is that we began to encounter sockeye salmon. Their numbers are small, several  dozen 

fish. Sockeye does not reproduce here, but it began to come to our shores. They were seen at the 

beginning of July. Further south in the marine areas of Shikotan, there have been some large tuna 

encounters as well (this information is found at https://www.sakhalin.kp.ru/daily/28310/4450887/ 

scientists explain the appearance of giant tuna by feeding migrations of this species, which follows 

Pacific squid - Lyudmila's comment). 

 

Lyudmila: In 2023 – 2024, we will need to collect data on Sakhalin Taimen occurring on Kunashir. 

Do we need any special permits for doing this work on the territory of the Reserve?  

 

Dmitry: We have taimen in Lake Serebryanoe and Lake Valentiny. These are two populations that 

reproduce in the lakes and are doing quite well. No special permit is needed to work on these lakes. 

There is some sporadic data about taimen occurring in Lake Peschanoe. A permit is needed for that 

location, since it lies in the protected area. But for the duration of my work here, all 33 years, taimen 

was encountered in this lake only one time. 

 

Alexander: According to the survey data collected from local fishermen, taimen is doing well in the 

Serebyanoe Lake. When fishing with a rod, the approximate catch ratio they note is 1 taimen per 20 

white-spotted char. Our fishermen are conscientious; they let the taimen go. No matter how many 

fishermen fish in Peschanoye Lake, they never catch any taimen. 

 

Dmitry: Yuzhno-Kurilsky Ryibokombinat company’s salmon fishery does not cause any harm to 

taimen, because they put out traps in July, when taimen are done spawning and rear in the open sea. 

 

Alexander: We would be happy to take part in the taimen research. We need some scientific activities. 

If there is such a program, we can assist in obtaining a permit from Rosprirodnadzor for catching the 

fish with the subsequent release back into the wild unharmed specimens. We will move this work 

through the science council and will be able to provide justification for the study. But we need a 

program from you. This concerns Lake Peschanoe. As for lake Serebryanoe and Valentiny, I don't 

see any obstacles for work there. It's not a protected area or part of the Reserve. You are free to work 

there. We can write a petition for conducting studies in these lakes if you see it necessary. 

 

Dmitry: The working period should be approximately from April 20 to May 10. As for Serebryanoe 

Lake, taimen migrate there for spawning a bit earlier, around April 20-30. They come for spawning 

into Lake Valentiny later, around May 1 to May 10. 

 

Alexander: Technically, the easiest place to work is Serebryanoe Lake. It is close to Yuzhno-Kurilsk. 

It is difficult to work on Lake Valentiny, since getting there is more of a challenge – there are no 

roads. It takes about an hour by sea boat. 

 

https://www.sakhalin.kp.ru/daily/28310/4450887/


Interview with Elena Linnik, deputy director of science. 

 

 

Elena Linnik, Deputy Director of 

the Kurilsky Nature Reserve for 

science. 

 

 

Lyudmila: As we can see from the materials posted on the website of the Reserve, namely in the table 

"Information on the condition of fauna of the protected area (excluding game organisms)” Sakhalin 

taimen Parahucho perryi (Brevoort, 1856) is listed in line 8. However, it also states that there is no 

data for this species for the period from 2018 to 2020 on population abundance or densities or even 

any data about encounters of this species. Can you comment on this situation? 

Elena: Yes, we really don't have enough data on taimen and some other fish species. We are working 

on other research objectives.  

 

(Lyudmila’s comment: information found on the website of the Kurilsky Reserve: special attention is 

paid to other endangered species on the planet: fish owl, Japanese crane, common seal, Steller's sea 

lion, sea otter, European mink.  

The monitored species are both rare and commonplace on the island, including: 

mammals - brown bear, sable, snowshoe rabbit, fox; 

birds - white-tailed eagle, Steller's sea eagle, brant goose, Japanese pied kingfisher, Kentish plover; 

reptiles - the Far Eastern skink, Japanese, island and striped snake; 

populations of rare plants on permanent test sites (within the protected zone) - Magnolia obovatea, 

Betula maximowicziana (the monarch birch), Tilia maximowicziana, Chloranthus serratus, Japanese 

flowering fern, Gastrodia elata, Japanese water iris. 

The study of seasonal migrations of birds are also conducted). 

 

Elena: Of course, we are interested in collecting data on taimen occurring on Kunashir. This means 

that we would be happy to work together with you on this subject. We have started collecting 

survey data from local fishermen. For example, in early May I received two videos of fishing in 

Lake Serebryanoe, where fishermen caught and released medium-sized taimen. 

Elena showed us the videos. As it turned out, they were filmed on 05.01.2022. Approximate sizes of 

the caught fish were 40 and 60 cm in length. Elena also shared that around the same time - May 1-2 

- a taimen about 30 cm in length was caught with the rod in the Serebryanka River. In all of the 

mentioned instances, the taimen were released from the hook and let go into the water. 

 



     Ecological certification consultant 

     Lyudmila Konstantinovna Fedorova 

10.31.2022 

 

 


