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Your No My No Date

Director General
Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Colombo 10

Palk Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery District Management Plan 2018 - 2021

Please be kind to find the attachment herewith about the Palk Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery Management Plan for
2018 — 2021, which was agreed by blue swimming crab fishermen’s representatives from Kayts FID, Nedunthivu FID and
Velenai FID and signed by Assistant Director of Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources and Blue Swimming Crab

Fishermen in Jaffna District.

Suthaharan
Assistant Director

Jaffna District
J.Suthaagaran

Assistant Director
Dept. of Fisheries & A.R
Jaffna

Copy: Dr. Steve Creech, Pelagikos pvt Ltd, Rajagiriya
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Palk Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery Management Plan 2018 - 2021

Fishery Management Declaration — Jaffna District

As a representatives of following societies hereby we are agree to conduct following management plans which are include in Palk
Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery Management Plan for THREE YEARS (2018 —2021)

Fishery Inspector Name of the Representative / Society Designation Signature
Division

Neduntivu

Neduntivu

Kayts

Kayts

Velenai

Velenai

District Fisheries Office Name of the Assistant Director Signature
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DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES & AQUATIC RESOURCES

§u3uifa B0C modacs, A- 9 30, BB ez000 §omOBMD

waea’ L ol pewnfed safluneoand, A9 o, @aiQurof QprsnaGud 02122885516
District Fisheries Office, A9 Road, Kilinochehi Telephone

Ded goma Badd g §ones

e_iop Heo- gy Heo Hewgf: 26062018
Your No My No Date

Director General

Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

Colombo 10

i ab Fi istrict Mana, nt Plan s
Please be kind to find the attachment herewith about the Palk Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery Management Plan for
2018 ~ 2021, which was agreed by blue swimming crab fishermen’s representatives from Poonaryn Fishery Inspector
Division and Nachchikuda Fishery Inspector Division, under Kilinochchi District Fisheries Office and signed by Assistant
Director of Department of Fisherles and Aquatic Resources and Blue Swimming Crab Fishermen In Kilinochchi District.

Assistant Director e R ' L R
Kilinochchi 2

Copy: Dr.Steve Creech, Pelagikos pvt Ltd, Rajagiriya

gt medwscehipgea arflurwuniviiend OfTice (-
806 m ded wdue aclnessnd, oy, ou, S3I, »0 Snednd MmBnhes, smmgi-10 Carana
0112446183 DEPARTMENT OF FIMIERIES & AQUATIC RESOURCES, post Day 831, sew Secretariant,

Maligawnihs, Cbomba 10, Telephone
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Palk Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery Management Plan 2018 - 2021

Fishery Management Declaration — Kilinochchi District

As a representatives of following societies hereby we are agree to conduct following management plans which are include in Palk
Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery Management Plan for THREE YEARS (2018 —2021)

Fishery Inspector Name of the Representative / Society Designation Signature
Division

Poonaryn

Poonaryn

Nachchikuda

Nachchikuda

District Fisheries Office Name of the Assistant Director Signature
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MANNAR DISTRICT OFFICE Konthaipitty, Mannar Telephone/Fax
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Vou Na My No. Dule

1Y rector Geaeral

Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources

Colombao 10

Please be kind 1o find the attachment herewith about the Palk Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery
Management Plan for 2018 — 2021, which was agreed by blue swimming crab fishermen's representatives
from Vidaththathivel FID, Mannar Town FID, Erukulampiddy FID and Pesalai FID, and signed by

Assistan! Dir:ctor of Department of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources and Blue Swimming Crab Fishermen

in Mannar District.

B+ A “Vickramasinghe
Assistant Dinsctory pWiCKRAMASTHGHE
Mannar Assistant Diractor of Fisheries

Sos & AR

Dopt.of il
2 v

Bhuiinarn ’z
Ay: Dr, Steve Creech, Pelagikos pvt Lid, Rajagiriya /(‘

o enbege, b OIS MRIRISIALD/) e Office

€3 oo cao olod sebmaBuiqd : m 80 531 oY Onednd mdugeg SBOOdng g -10
al-pepnde) Bhued axmBbaiemy Hendaand @ Ou BE3dy Dovwnd sl gLibimdaads. Cougiy -0
DEPARTMENT OF FISHERIES & AQUATIC RESOURCES P.0.Hox No: 331, New Secretariat Maligawatie, Colombo - 10
roane) Q. Cud Melephone - 0112446153 el D@rees paso! Fux : 0112469170 |
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Palk Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery Management Plan 2018 - 2021

Fishery Management Declaration — Mannar District

As a representatives of following societies hereby we are agree to conduct following management plans which are include in Palk
Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery Management Plan for THREE YEARS (2018 —2021)

Fishery Inspector Name of the Representative / Society Designation Signature
Division

Manthai West

Manthai West

Mannar Town

Mannar Town

Erukulampiddy

Erukulampiddy

Pesalai

Pesalai

District Fisheries Office Name of the Assistant Director Signature
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1. wre b a) WmMprUTERID  oTell L Lb
b) &eNOpBTFH  wTEU LD

C) LDGHGUITT  LOTeU L 1D

2. &Lp6L SienLoLiL WIMPLILITERID | @ 1D: LUTEE eUMETGLT (ukisTeT eNfGLT QUi SL 6O FLp6L emLOLIL)

a) eafsmaubhgHems LF6Hs Gaweor felsd LBmSHSH Halsd RmbaH~ Gousvenen LIFGHF
Gaweor Liflellev swiL ey euewy GOBBHHe 2 LU LIf8hamisst eusny &Fomr 20
S5 euemy 2 6o HIMFID (Annex A)

b) WBstrNgds gbmuGH: 1,288.34 km? (497.43 mi?)

c) e Nigds gbm LGS steensvdsit: 175.1 km (108.81 mi)

BeMEBTES | @LLD: UTHE QUMATGLT EURIBTET eNNGSLT QU SL6O FLO6L SieMLOLIL)
i d) upafl g8xss GFwevr flelled G@menaTh (LPD6T SHHEH  HHSTLTD 6UD]T
@remeiige] o UL L8hamisst eueny Fomm 20 &S eueny 2 _eitern &Imyd (Annex b)

e) Wernigds gbpu@GEH 708.65 km? (273.31 mi?))

f) Berigds gBm UGS erevemeusdsit: 122.80km (76.31 mi)
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LOGGT6OTITIT @LLD: LThE UMMGLT EURISTeT NfGSLT QUi SL6OL LD SiemLLIL)

a) wrbma LF6hs GFweoT Liflalsd CHeusiil iy EmbaH~ HEMEOLDGIGITT UM
Qremaide] o L uL Lp8hamimei eueny Fomm 10 &S eueny 2_sien &My (Annex
c)

b) WenNig&s gmm UGS . 472.13 km? (182.29 mi?)

c) WemNigds gbm LGS slesnsubsit: 128.52 km (79.86 mi)

3. Gprsid a) Beeujset gHmILSEETS BeoBrasd balenl — SMIUDL QAFUISH60

et LMGFmHaT LINeysEnd@d 2 LUl wmp .ortall L 161 gsh SHmensbsensaHBg 2 LUl L
61 19 HiewmHsit (Rewantiy D)

et LfGFmHaT Lfloysendd o LUl L &efl wraul L 161 Lligdh SHmebsensHBE 2 LUl L
Beir 1LNg Hiemmamst (Rewentiy E)

et LMGFTHHT LIfN6yBEmHE& 2 L L L et .omeul L 15651 Lgdh HemensbsenshaiiBa@
o rurL e g Henmasst (Rewentiy F)

BWIHHOBHTHN0 RevbHTad  OEmewi.  GFWBUGBL  LeTeuTaHe6l QF FLLSHIBG FLL
4. Harvest Qevdbsd 02. 199610 ewi S OHTHled OFUILIGaIsTIBHLD
Control

Strategy Jeteu@ld 2 6N &SLBLLTHHMET  LITOISHHTe0 LThE lsnenGLIal60  6ll6nennd s menTeor

BewI(hHOHTHene0  GoBOlEmeiTell  (pujd. RF FLLSHHBG FLL SHevdsd 02, 19961D
B S OHTPed CFuIwIBGalswBLD

et g 2 LSBT 6UME: HIBHHOHTINGEG CHTevTalEsT HUHHGHMMBHSH cuenevUle
a6y 41/2(114.3mm) 195561 6)uene0enUILILIGTLHSHSH 66T (BLD

Page | 12



auemeVd FHlewi(BHerleil eatiemfldEmds: mOHTHevTel Ubbamiguisl 35 HIBHEHHEG 6Losd
Campiedenr CuTal UTelHES Fnl THI

Weindlly pr serllen olemionidend: aMHHed 6 BT HEHHEG GLosd OsmPled  GFuiul
Fnl_T&HIGe)6mT([HLD

ety GBYLD: HevI(HEUsHEVMULIOHTINNIGSTS HL6060 el GHyb 14 1ewllhHHwmeosHHBE,
Fnl_ Sl TS|

5. GUWILGLYsiTeri &6t
a) Weiteumd  @GPUIBliyeelldeT UThEG euemen@GLT e liguied [Hev HFFeL Hewi(hd
OaTema WS 1960 LTel&SUILGBEH SIBSH
i. 2 wr Bemev GUIUIGBUUsTel = 2 BusHa) FHmer >40%
i. omnp pemev @MU BLysTel =2 BusHd sHpsnr 230%
iii.  swenwmIbsILLL GBuiLGuysiel =2 Budbg Hmer <20%

OaTenas LHIINH

a) @6lbeuTH eUML (WD 6T MBI 30 HeHoHE @wWel OsTemsd WHIIH CFIwItILBLD
QeBE 2 FHNwTes  Hev  HFFL  BwihdH O Tifleomaildei.  gBMILLSWITENTEHEI
® BUSHWITENTHT QFWIBLIBTTHET .

b) @uomIsTHSHL B eM6nTULIH 3 60T Ly BBl &5 w6t Q)] CHTNH ST 196D
umIBsBLniTaeiT(DFAR or NARA)

C) QUBLITHS OaTema LI 19 6ot (P9 H6IT Q(DMIBTEHBHE0 SRem6TLI S F) 60T
UramasenTed  Geuerfluii LD HeL  HFFL HewiBH OHmPlevmelamet.  oBmID
JMBBILHWITENTHET 2 BUSHIHWITNTHT PHOCWTMHHG  OFTemas WHIIH Bl CLBBI
3 wsHHBE 6

QzTenas WHILLT B Year Result Status
2 2015 SP =32% (31% - 33%) SP =30%

Page | 13



2016 SP =44% (43% - 45%) SP =30%
2017 SP =47% (46% - 49%) SP =30%
2018 SP =47% (44% - 50%) SP =30%
6. olpiumLSHHS6IT Rule 1. supLiihs OpTens WHIT G (wpyelsd 2 BuSHFH Hmer SP = > 40%

Qrewih  DieLeLFHI  QATEWIH  UBLMIGBEHHEG ~GBed  CFHTLTFFwITs
BMHHHTL  QRUOBIBTHHD YWD  HeMOBTFS  oeteonmiT  wmD
raIl L [Heo BHFFL BewibF FupHTw LIFHBosenL el Renenbdhl

i. HeIBSH OamPB@ LLSH6DL Comeni OFeLID  6)16mEVSH6NT 63
sTemtenulldsemul  Lgmiofldad FIOOHSHMBITHT @  QUHL
SMeLlILIGHHG (UTTeHsEab 5. i BLoGev)

ii. meI(BSH OamPBE@E ULSH6L Comeni OCFeLID  6)16mEVSH6NT 63
oTevIemIBemUl @@  UBL  STOLUGHHG M\bH S5  .ubHH 10
UHenebHTH15 DFHBMobE FIDIDSH HHMBMTTHEIT

ii. meI(hSH OBHTPVGGH @M QML  STOLLUGHHE  UPHIGLILIHLD
OHTPL  DMIDHILUSHHTID  FIDUBSHIOTE — HeUHIHD  GbmeiTer

FLDLDI BB BT H 6T

iv. BoiBH OHTHSHEG @M UBHL  STOLUGHHEG IPHISLILGID
OaTH6L  DIDHILISHIHTHMSH IFHeMHH Qb meiTen
FLDLD BB BTTHET

Rule 2. supL B OFHTensd WLHI (G (pelsd o Busbsd SHmer SP = 2 30%
but < 40%@rewip  SivevdH  @Qremi(h  IHLBIGBEHHEG ~— GLoed
CHTLTIFHAWTS RHBSHT0  QUOMIBTHHD  ewediwid  HeMOBTFS

Page | 14



wrall L [Heo BHFFL BewibsF FUpsHTw LIHBosenLer Renenbdl

V. [Beoi(h&H OaTPB@ ULFH6L Comenip OFeLID  616mEVH6NT 63

sTemtenalldbemul  Lgmioflda FIOLFHHSHMBITHT @  QUHL
STVl ILIGH B (UTTeHsEaD 5. i BLoGev)
And

i. mIBH OHTHVSHEH @@ UBHL STOLUUGHEEG IPHISILGLD
OHTPL  DMIDHILUSHHTID  FIDUBSHIOTS — HeUIHIHD  GbmeiTer
FLDLDI BB BT H6IT

Rule3. ou@LIBS OFTens AU G @wyalsd 2 BusHd SHpst < 30% but 2 20% e
IOV Qeih  UBLEISEDHEG Oosd  OBHTLIFAWTE  QHHST0  QIOMISTHSH60
SLENSIULILD  LOGTEONTT LoMeUL L [560 [HFF60 BeWIBF FUpHTW LITHBHEHL6T Qenaibl

vi.  pewihdh OsmPasE ULHeL CEmenih OFeLeID  elensvdmerlel  eTevTenidBemUIl @
QL STVLUGHEGH MbH 5 UHHI0 USHDebHTHl5 HMBEHDH FIDDF BB BITHE.

and or

viil. BWIBdH OHTHeNSE  CFs0eVID BT H6llen eTenenidbemil HPHHSHMBHHH 9 LTH
STOLUGHEHHTUH Q6B SeVeVHI DSBS CoBULL  BILE6ENMTL  GHOBHS
FIDLOF) B BT TH6IT

and or

i. Bmewihd OFMPsE&H @m  eBL  STVUGHEG — eIpRISLUUGD  QFHmifed
AIWIOFHULSHTHmS 10%, 15% or 25% s GHOBoHs FLDLFH ST

and or

Page | 15



QUERIBTHH0 emeiid. (i.e., DFAR and NARA) wmb wmeu’ L [Heo BHEFEF6L
BWIBHF FUPSHTU Ly HHHH6IT  HEVL_6VIEE) 2 BeUHFH  SIEMIOLILEH6IT
STATLIQIMBNSIEN  FIDIDSHHHIL 60T Hewi(H  (PL WL UTBID HTOLILIGWITET (Pl DIGLEVS
BI6E OTH HTeVLILEGIHE OHTbmev HBISHHINSHBE FIDLOFHHISBTTH6I

BeilopTE & i. QuReTdssd emenwd (i.e., DFAR and NARA). &efGmrsd wmeu’ L Koo

i BEFF60 HeWibF FUPHTW LITHBHB6T  HOLIGTE)] 2 BeNHF  SIMLOLIL|EH6IT
eTeiiLIUBlel  FIODHHFHIL 0T HewiB  (WLMLUIBD  STOLLGWTET  LP6IImI
SIGVVEH! BTG OTH STVLUGIHEG OHTHMe0 HBISHINSBE FLOWIGHSHSIMT
ullp  euemev  OFHMPeL 2 6oL MBeoTE  iHmHETe  Geuenir(HGsmemen
SIMFFLLD  (Lp6iTen6U8 B BTTEH6i

LDGITGOITTIT iii. @umsTssed pemenwio(i.e., DFAR and NARA). osiedmT omeul L K60 HEFF60
BIBGF  FupHTW  LITHAPHSH6T  BHevLsVIene) 2 BOUSHSH  SIMLOLILISHET
eTeTLIUBNl6N  FIDIDGHHHIL 601 Bewi(h  (WPLemLulBl  sTeoliu@lwmer  cpsiml
SI6LEVG)] BT6E LOT&H 3 VNG NG)) O mensv B RISHSHINHBES
FOWOHBHBATHT ULl  oUemeL  OHTPL 2 66N _HBIB6TH  DIGHBHT6
Couemi(hBomement SIEMFFALLD (Lp6iTeneUSHBIBMTH6T

Ruled4. ou@pLITBS OFHTens wWHWILH @wpelsdt 2 Bushd Smper < 20% pd  RwHHSHTL
RUOMIBTHDBED Yemellld ety BHRwsd Sy DIMEFFHEBG — (LPeiCauBpley SHBEHTeN
BGausuihHemev FLOML LTS HCaI6uTHLD

et LTIl L HFHe0m  UBl  LISHHBEG GOBWUTSH  STOLUUGHSS  Hewihd
OapnsE& HoLOWT sdevd eBBLHHEG SmLOWT gBubsHs GCouswiBd Weieusrn
wpgib pRwesveuenm Fi L Shaler Act No. 2 of 1996 Sip (1fey 34 uGd IV 1861 OBEIDLIB
BTOIETTRIGENET  LITEHIBTHEH6)

WITERUILITGDTLD WL SHB60  UW  LIGSHBG GOBWIH — STOLLGHSES bwihdH — CBPNISE
SOLOWT  DIeVevdH  MBIHBG HHLOWT  gBUBSHSH GeuswiBd  Leieuen  LOBEMID
pilwevaten gl L sHalewr Act No. 2 of 1996 &S (Wfley 34 u@a IV et  wBmIbLIs
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BTENGTTRIGENET  LITEHIBTHFH60)

&SleMOpBIF LTI L HH0QMH UMW OTHHHBEH GOBWTH STOLILUGHSE BB CHHE
i (Ul eImeY GHTIPL 2 66N BIGHEVTH) HMLCWIT DeLeVSH 6IBBIOAHE HewL Guim

gBUbHH BCeuewiBlD Wetteuen oBBID Hilweveusm &L GHHewmr Act No. 2 of 1996 &ip
LOGIT6OTITIT Ufey 34 ugd IV e oBpIbLIB BreuenmisemeT LTHISTEHH60)

WITPLILIT6UOTLD ATHHH DNMDFFMHLET HPCeuTdha amsF FL gBUTHSHEMET &, L6iTalsT  OBBID
pilwesvauen &L Gghlemr Act No. 2 of 1996 &Sip (Ufley 34 ugd IV et wBmIbLIB
BIRISTRIGMET  LUTHISTHH60) GNeidD  WImp I’ LHHed UMl  THHHBE
GOBUTSH HTOLLGHEGH BB IBBIHHE HmL gBLbHS Geuswipld

7. Bycatch i.  Leeumo SieneiBaEeme  QpRISTHH60 PP SleMoBTFS wreul L Heo HFF6O
Mana BIBULITSHHSHBEBID Reneibd ! HEDL (PeBLILIBSHSLILIL L T60 1OBBUL  LE6T6N6TTHRIGETHE G
gement ; . <2 X ) ; g N

GMMBHH UTHILIL eIBLUBID DlghHdHen HewiB aleneubHoHTHed CoHdlw wBmid FTauCsha
Strategy UMLOTET(LPEML WISHTEHLD
WITLDLILIT6UoTLD ii. omugb GMBHS EMOMWILWSLGSSD: HIHHOSTHNGEEG  UTlHEHID

alemeoulledl o wglb 15 Selamib@ 2 LULLFHTE SHEBCeuewiBLo  LNebeumo
BLiEeMNe0  UTelEdHamgul  aUmeVEeTsT  SIFHdalgwl 2 WFD  HIMBUT  eusneoulei
2wy 12 gewr

LIV STOT6IT(2_6ML Wb dnlgul) 6UENEVMWILILILIGTLIGSHSOD : UTaUSSLILBD DlgHdHem Hevwi(b

auemeLU 6Tl E6mLpE61T 60T GT6UTENN BB YHHInQUIBH] 6 G0
oaUINID  GMMBbS — AIMEMWILIGLGSHSID: B (BHOHTIHNISHE umedl & @Lb
BB alensoullell 2 wird 15 Sewiemib@® 2 L ULLSHTH SHHHEalsm(BLD
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LIOGTLOTEIN(2_6DL Wb Fnlgll) GUSHEVMWIILIWSILGSHSOD : LUTeuSSLILBLD DgdHHeT Hewi(
LDGSTETTiT alemeoUllsiiul QRempaE6Medn 6TemTemnNbmd HHHInlguidHl 4 SGID

iii. (padworer SLevampall Bismens Halissalb: Heihd OHTHVIHHTHE aINEVML
(PHNBHBMUTDMBHET  SHMBUTEHMHST  OBBID  HL60 L  Cuohdendd  Gosv
alemevenWl L 60 (Wipwimdl. . (frequented by dugongs and turtles)

L.  LIDIQW  GUMEUBEMENLI LITHISILILITG SBBBeYDd : SThE6T UTeldHdh  LIenpul.
LIRSTET  DPUDLHH  HWIBOUMEVEHMET  GHO6VIHE  LITHILDL WITSH
MUy HlevHHe0 DieEBB Ceuemt(HLo

6. (PHosIDL (WPHSSUIULL eisellel HTHEEHMSE GOBLUSDES ienaiBBener
ABSBOD: SlgHHeN BB eIMeVMWILILIWELGSHSE = 5%” (139.7 mm) wpdiFd
SIMLUITSH WP HIOSBIDL| (PBISSILILL L565TEB6M6NT H HM T &G 1))
bEFFOBMIBEHMNUID  (PHIOBHMIDL]  (PBIGSIULL Ifeidemenuld Lol
Wleaeuit Heretr eVHSHMEHLD

vi. elehepmen  YJTULFSABNBGSD  SERIGLIQLILBSMET  SIPOTHEAD 2 BIHIHERTLITS
OHEBOD: | RUORIBTHESD PMOW(PD B HFF6L BBF FUpHSTL  LIFBaEnLD
TUHBHTHID 2meH@GHaIUCUTGL 2 Helsamemud apRIEEaIEHIBHID HeO HFF HewIHSH
Ommipedest GuTgl BBW WeMemhIEBsT & gBUGBD HTHHD  FIDLHSOTET YITUIFF HEn6r
CuoBOsTaTaISBE (PHIOHEIDL] (PBIGHIILIL L 156TH6T PeDID HLEOLIG 266N MIH6TSH
aHTeud UTHIY ShHHTe0 ABHH DFMP  eumLAThHS Sl LSHH60  [BL6UGHNBHHMEN
BB TeiTeme0TILE.
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Landing centres / villages under the Fishery Inspector Divisions, under the
jurisdiction of the Assistant Director, District Fisheries Office, Jaffna District
harvesting blue swimming crabs as of 30™ August 2017
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Landing centres / villages under the Fishery Inspector Divisions, under the jurisdiction
of the Assistant Director, District Fisheries Office, Kilinochchi District harvesting blue
swimming crabs as of 30" August 2017
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Annex F Landing centres / villages under the Fishery Inspector Divisions, under the jurisdiction
of the Assistant Director, District Fisheries Office, Mannar District harvesting blue
swimming crabs as of 30" August 2017
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Palk Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery Management Plan

25. Districts d) Jaffna District

e) Kilinochchi District

f) Mannar District

26. Geographic Jaffna g) Location: Palk Bay (FAO Major Fishing Area 51)
Area

h) From Paruthiyadippu in Kayts Divisional Secretary Division to Mandathivu in Velenai
Divisional Secretariat Division, including Neduntivu up to the International Maritime Boundary
Line (IMBL), 50 m contour depth contour and the district boundary in the Palk Bay (see
Location Map in Annex A).

i) Approximate Area of the fishery: 1,288.34 km? (497.43 mi?)

j) Approximate Boundary of the fishery: 175.1 km (108.81 mi)

Kilinochchi | a) Location: Palk Bay (FAO Major Fishing Area 51)

b) From Kaudarimunai to Anpuram in Poonaryn Divisional Secretary Division, including
Irainativu, up to the district boundary in the Palk Bay (see Location Map in Annex B).

c) Approximate Area of the fishery: 708.65 km? (273.31 mi?)

d) Approximate Boundary of the fishery: 122.80 km (76.31 mi)
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Mannar a) Location:Palk Bay (FAO Major Fishing Area 51)
a) From Thevanpiddy in Manthai West Divisional Secretary Division to Talaimannar, St.

Lawrence in Mannar Town Divisional Secretary Division up to the International Maritime
Boundary Line (IMBL) or 50 m contour depth contour or the district boundary in the Palk Bay

(see Location Map in Annex C).
b) Approximate Area of the fishery: 472.13 km? (182.29 mi?)

c) Approximate Boundary of the fishery: 128.52 km (79.86 mi)

27. Scope b) Fishermen targeting blue swimming crab for export

c) Landing centres / villages under the Fishery Inspector Divisions, under the jurisdiction of
the Assistant Director, District Fisheries Office, Jaffna District (see Annex D)

d) Landing centres / villages under the Fishery Inspector Divisions, under the jurisdiction of
the Assistant Director, District Fisheries Office, Kilinochchi District (see Annex E)

e) Landing centres / villages under the Fishery Inspector Divisions, under the jurisdiction of
the Assistant Director, District Fisheries Office, Mannar District (see Annex F)

28. Harvest a) Fishermen targeting blue swimming crabs will operate in compliance with the
Control Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act No. 2 of 1996 (amendments and regulations)
Strategy
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b) The following input controls will be used to manage the efficiency of the fishing method
used to harvest of blue swimming crab for export in the Palk Bay and or the number of
fishermen engaged in blue swimming crab fishery, in addition to the provisions set out in
the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act No. 2 of 1997 (and amendments thereof)

c) Type of fishing gear: Fishermen shall use only use polyfilament, bottom-set crab nets with
a mesh of greater than 44" (114.3 mm) to harvest blue swimming crabs for export

d) Type of fishing gear no person who intends to supply blue swimming crabs for export shall
use any other gears such as traps, trawls, fixed nets, other than the bottom-set crab net
prescribed in (i) above

e) Number of net pieces: Fishermen shall not set more than 35 net pieces per fishermen per
day to harvest blue swimming crabs for export, unless agreed under Section 8 Rule 1 ii

f) Number of days fishing: Fishermen shall not harvest blue swimming crab for more than 6
days / nights per week

g) Number of hours fishing: Fishermen shall not set bottom-set nets for more than one night

29. Reference
Points b) The following Reference Points (RPs) shall be used to assess the status of blue swimming
stocks in the Palk Bay blue swimming crab fishery

iv. Upper Target Reference Point = Spawning Potential >40%

V. Lower Target Reference Point = Spawning Potential >30%

vi. Limit Reference Point = Spawning Potential < 20%
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30. Stock
Assessment d) The status of the stock shall be assessed before the 30™ June of each year, with the
assistance of blue swimming crab fishing communities and manufacturers / exporters of blue
swimming crabs and crab products.
e) Representatives of the regulatory authorities (DFAR or NARA) shall participate in the annual
stock assessment
f) The results of the annual stock assessment shall be made available (published) to the
regulatory authorities, blue swimming crab fishing communities and manufacturers /
exporters of blue swimming crab products within three months of completing the stock
assessment in the Palk Bay fishery
31. Stock Year Stock Assessment Results Target Reference Point
Assessment
Result
ests 2015 SP =32% (31% - 33%) SP =30%
2016 SP =44% (43% - 45%) SP =30%
2017 SP =47% (46% - 49%) SP =30%
2018 SP =47% (44% - 50%) SP =30%
32. Harvest Rule 5. If the result of the annual stock assessment is SP = > 40% for two (2) or more consecutive
Control Rules years, then the regulatory authority may, with the concurrence of representatives of the
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& Tools blue swimming crab fishing communities in the Palk Bay blue swimming crab fishery,

viii.  Agree to maintain the number of net pieces per fishermen boat permitted to harvest
BSC from the fishery (see 5. ii above) for a period of 12 months

and or
ix. Agree to increase the number of net pieces per fishermen boat permitted to harvest
BSC from the fishery (see 5. ii above) by five (5), ten (10) or fifteen (15) pieces, per
fishermen per boat for a period of 12 months

and or

x.  Agree to maintain the number of operating licenses issued to fishermen to harvest
BSC from the fishery for a period of 12 months

and or

xi.  Agree to increase the number of operating licenses issued to fishermen to harvest
BSC from the fishery for a period of 12 months

Rule 6. If the result of the annual stock assessment is SP = > 30% but < 40% for two (2) or more
consecutive years, then the regulatory authority and representatives of the blue
swimming crab fishing communities in the Palk Bay fishery will

ii. Agree to maintain the number of net pieces per fishermen boat permitted to harvest
BSC from the fishery (see 5. ii above) for a period of 12 months
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And

iii. ~ Agree to maintain the number of operating licenses issued to fishermen to harvest
BSC from the fishery for a period of 12 months

Rule 7. If the annual estimated spawning potential is £ 30% but > 20% for two (2) or more
consecutive years, then the regulatory authority and representatives of the blue
swimming crab fishing communities in the Palk Bay fishery will

iv.  Agree to decrease the number of net pieces per fishermen boat permitted to harvest
BSC from the fishery (see 5. ii above) by five (5), 10 (ten) or 15 net pieces, per
fishermen per boat for a period of 12 months

and or

v. Agree to decrease the number of days permitted for BSC fishing (see 5. ii above) by
one or more days per week for a period of not less than less than nine (9) months

and or

vi.  Agree to decrease the number of operating licenses issued to fishermen to harvest
BSC from the fishery by 10%, 15% or 25% for a period of 12 months

and or
vii.  Agree to close the fishery for a period of three (3) or four (4) months during the peak

breeding season, as agreed by the regulatory authorities (i.e., DFAR and NARA) and
representatives of the blue swimming crab fishing communities and the seafood

Page | 40



Palk Bay Blue Swimming Crab Fishery Management Plan

industry in Jaffna District

Kilinochchi viii.  Agree to close the fishery for a period of three (3) months during the peak breeding
season including a request to the Minister to close the stake-net fishery as agreed by
the regulatory authorities (i.e., DFAR and NARA) and representatives of the blue
swimming crab fishing communities in Kilinochchi District

Mannar ix.  Agree to close the fishery for a period of three (3) months during the peak breeding
season including a request to the Minister to close the stake-net fishery as agreed
by the regulatory authorities (i.e., DFAR and NARA) and representatives of the blue
swimming crab fishing communities in Mannar District

Rule 8. If the estimated spawning potential is < 20% then the regulatory authority will submit a
request to the Minister of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Development requesting him
or her, by means of a Gazette to

Jaffna i. declare a closed season for blue swimming crab fishing for export in Jaffna District for
not less than six months, in accordance with Section 34. (Part V) Protection of Fish
and other Aquatic Resources) under the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act No. 2 of
1996

and or

Kilinochchi ii. declare a closed season for blue swimming crab fishing for export for not less than six
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months including the stake-net, in accordance with Section 34. (Part IV) Protection of
Mannar Fish and other Aquatic Resources) under the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act No.
2 of 1996

and or

iii.  prohibit the export of blue swimming crabs or crab products harvested in Jaffna
Jaffna District not less than six months, in accordance with Section 30. (Part V) Protection of
Fish and other Aquatic Resources, in consultation with the Minister in charge of the
subject of Trade, under the provisions of the Customs Ordinance.

33. Bycatch a) The following measures shall be implemented by the regulatory authority and
Management representatives of the blue swimming crab fishing communities in Jaffna District, to minimize
Strategy the impact of the bottom-set blue swimming crab net fishery on other species, particularly

species of national and international concern

Jaffna vii.  Use a low net height: The maximum net height of bottom-set blue swimming crab nets
shall be less than or equal to 15 eyes (< 15 eyes) in Jaffna District, except in the following
areas

Thooraiyoor — maximum net height = 12 eyes

viii.  Use weak (breakable) nets: The maximum thread used for bottom-set crab nets shall be
6ply
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Kilinochchi ix.  Use a low net height: The maximum net height of bottom-set blue swimming crab nets
shall be less or equal to 15 eyes (< 15 eyes) in all landing centres

Mannar
X.  Use weak (breakable) nets: The maximum thread used for bottom-set crab nets shall be

4 ply

xi. Avoid critical marine habitats: Fishermen shall not set crab nets on coral reefs,
limestone reefs or sea grass beds (frequented by dugongs and turtles)

xii.  Disposal of old nets safely: Fishermen shall dispose of all used, damaged,
discarded crab nets on land, in an environmentally safe manner

xiii. Take measures to reduce the fishery’s impact on pale-edged stingray:
Fishermen targeting both blue swimming crabs and pale-edged stingray shall
bottom-set nets with a mesh of > 54" (139.7 mm), to avoid catching immature
pale-edged stingrays

xiv.  Support scientific research and implement the findings: The regulatory authority and
representatives of the blue swimming crab fishing communities will promote, encourage
and support further research about impact of the blue swimming crab fishery on other
species including pale-edged stingrays, turtles and dugongs. If any negative impacts are
demonstrated, measures to mitigate these impacts will be formulated and implemented
under the next annual Fishery Management Plan.

34. Monitoring c) Any person who engages in fishing for blue swimming crab in compliance with this
Surveillance fishery management plan and or purchases, sells or processes blue swimming crab
& Control harvested using bottom-set crab nets shall assist the DFAR in the collection of catch,
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effort data and production data as and when requested by staff and officers of the
respective District Fisheries Offices and or the Fishery Management Division in
Colombo.

d) Monitoring of the implementation of the fishery management plan will be undertaken every
six (6) months by the Fishery Inspector in collaboration with blue e swimming crab fishing
communities in each FID.

e) The regulatory authority shall take immediate action against any fishermen or seafood
company found to be in contravention of the provisions set out herein

35. Dispute b) Disputes arising in connection with the provisions set out herein shall be resolved

Resolution
iii. By the Fisheries Inspector, with representatives of blue swimming crab fishing

communities and or seafood exporters at the FID level, in accordance with Section 44
Settling of Fishing Disputes (Part VI Aquaculture) of the Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources Act No. 2 of 1996.

or

iv. By the Assistant Director, with representatives of blue swimming crab fishing
communities and or seafood exporters at the District Fisheries Office level, in
accordance with Section 44 Settling of Fishing Disputes (Part VI Aquaculture) of the
Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act No. 2 of 1996.

or

v. By the Director General, with representatives of blue swimming crab fishing
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communities and or seafood exporters at the Department of Fisheries and Aquatic
Resources, in accordance with Section 44 Settling of Fishing Disputes (Part VI
Aguaculture) of the Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Act No. 2 of 1996.

36. Improvements a) Conduct the annual stock assessments before 30" June each year
b) Continue to collect data on the ecological impact of the fishery in non-target species
c) Continue to collect data on the ecological impact of the fishery in marine habitats

d) Improve / complete the registration of blue swimming crab fishing boats, engines and
operating licenses in all FIDs by December 2018

e) Further reduce the use of illegal mono-filament nets in some FIDs by December 2018

f) Conduct a district fishery management meeting once a year, following the publication of the
annual stock assessment results.

37. Duration a) The Palk Bay Fishery Management Plan shall be effective until 31°* December 2021

b) The Palk Bay Fishery Management Plan shall be updated and revised as necessary and
endorsed by the regulatory authority and representatives of swimming crab fishing
communities in Jaffna, Kilinochchi and Mannar districts at least once every year until 31%*

December 2021

Page | 45



