 Clarification of VMRC Policy regarding shellfish leasing and aquaculture permitting
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COMMONWEALTH of VIRGINIA

May 20,2022

T0: Tommy Kelluss
Kellum Seafood
Ampo Shipyard

FROM:  BenStus LS
Chief, Shallfish Management Division.
TMRC

SUBJECT:  Ragqusstforclarification of VMRC Polcy ragarding shelfich sssingand
aguacultuc permiting.

Pursuentto the VMRC adoptad document sntlad:Subsersed Aquatic Vagstaton (SAV)
‘Guidancs Critia Defning SAV Beds and Delineatng Acsas Where Thare s Poential or SAV
Restoraton L am providing you with s summary of o VMRC handles sxistence of submergsd
‘aguati vagstation when considering nere shallsh leases and/or aquaculturspermits v sats
‘ovmd subaqusous bottomlands.

‘Tha importanc of Submargad Aqustic Vagsttion (SAV) as & rasouscs and habitat witkin he
idal watees of the Commonealth i well docomented and he protscton snd rstorston of SAV.
s been  long standing commitment ofthe Commonrwealth. SAV covarags has been mapped.
anzually by the Viginia Instituteof Masins Science (VIMS) sinca 1984, Such SAV Beds shall
inciuds llthose aeas of SAV idantifed and anually mapped by VIMS duringatlsast Lofths.
Biavious 3 yaars. Such beds shall b considared & “stand of SAV”. It shallbe the Commission’s
policy to avoid authorization ofany new structurs, ncluding aquacaliu structuas on unlsased.
bottoms, and sy e activity, orleasing oysterplanting srounds on any SAV bed anmually
‘mapped by VIMS duringatleast 1 ofthe previous 5 years

Poposed sncroachments or actviies in SAV beds may b authorized by permit f deemed.
scesptable, howaver, llmiigstion massuces toraducs mpacts to SAV mustbe considered and
compensation of SAV Iossas may b raquited. When projects and actviis, orlasing, ar2
Gsemed unaceaptableto Comnission staff considaring he impacts o SAV beds or potental
SAV restoration areas th projactand activiy,or sase raquest may be considared by the
Commission tapublichesring
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Cartain aquacultur stoucture arsauthorizad by Commis sonregulation within oyste planting
sroundsases providadthey ars not placed upon SAV bads withn such laasss. Howave such
‘guacltre siructures may be permitad by the Commission peovidad all sppropate mitiation
msasuses to raducsimpactsto SAV axs includad and sompaneaion of SAV losces may b
coquiced iFnacassay.

‘When determining whether t authorizs & project and activity o leass oyster planting rounds in.
potental SAV restoration arsas the Cormrmission Staff shll ot ith VIMS ragardingthe
potental forthe projectand acivity, o sssingto affect SAV storation.

In cases whers & SAV bed bacomes sstablishad theough natural cstorsionscoundaxistingor
suthorized tructure,including squscultus srucurss, such structures shall ot ba requiradto bs
cemoved. Such tructurescan contimus to bs used andsaplacad, butcannotbe moved orsslocate
o covarthe SAV bad.




