
  IATTC Workshop 

IATTC 2nd workshop on Implementation of an Electronic Monitoring System (EMS): Goals 

and scope of an EMS in the EPO 

Dates: 13-15th December 2021 (note workshop finished on the second day) 

Format: Video Conference 

Summary: The IATTC 2nd workshop on the implementation of an electronic monitoring system (EMS) 

– goals and scope of an EMS in the EPO was to provide delegations input in IATTC working. The 

workshop was not designed for concrete decisions to be made and this was explained multiple times 

during the discussions. Main discussion points: 

• The distinction between EMS report and EMS data (and the differences in consequences of 

data sharing) 

o EMS report is raw data from the vessel  

o EMS data is analysis undertaken from the report data 

• Discussion was held around the use of EMS – between scientific and compliance uses. 

Consensus it can be used for both. 

• Agreement/discussion over what types of vessels eligible for EMS (Longline, PS, 

transhipment/carrier vessels) 

• TNC mentioned that EMS pilots have been conducted on smaller vessels and should not be 

excluded from implementation across the EPO 

• Chile is in favour of EMS rolling out over the EPO with success in their national EMS 

programme. They will share their success in a presentation during the next IATTC workshop. 

• Some countries mentioned they might not have the capacity to implement an EMS 

programme. 

• There were questions on how much data is exchanged between WCPFC and IATTC 

• No data so far has been exchanged between longline observer data from IATTC to 

WCPFC (but under agreements it can be) 

• Purse seine data is shared between WCPFC and IATTC (near real-time reporting on 

location of catch, timing of sets, and summary trip reports in relation to compliance). 

But paper observer records are not regularly exchanged. 

 

Presentation on scope and goals: 
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