
Commonly Encountered Sea Turtles Species

*Most of the turtle's encountered are listed as at least vulnerable by the IUCN.

*For further details please see the species identification from ISSF: http://www.issfguidebooks.org/species-guides

Loggerhead Turtle
Features: Reddish-brown to orange-brown 
carapace. 5 prefrontal scales; single one in 
between 2 pairs. 5 pairs of costal scutes.5 prefrontal scales
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Endangered

Critically Endangered

Leatherback Turtle
Features: Whole body similar colour, bluish-back with white 
spots. The animal does not have scales.
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2 pairs of prefrontal scales

Olive Ridley Turtle
Features: Green to dark brownish-green 
carapace. 2 pairs of prefrontal scales. 5 or 
more pairs of costal scutes.

Vulnerable

Green Turtle
Features: olive-green carapace with 
black spots in adults (> 90 cm); brick 
red with a few streaks in sub-adults
(15–90 cm. 1 long pair of prefrontal 
scales. 4 pairs of costal scutes.

1 long pair of prefrontal scales

Endangered
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