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MEMORANTIUM OF UNDERSTANDTNG (MOU)
For Institutional Collaboration between

SCHOOL OF II{DUSTRIAL FISHERIES,
COCHIN UNIVERSITY OF SCIEI.,{CB AND TEC}{NOLOGY, KERALA,INDIA

A]\D
SEAFOOD EXPORTERS ASSOCIATION OF INDIA

This Menrorandum of Understanding ("MOU") nracie on this 02"'l ciay of February 2t)23.
betrveen School of Industritrl Fisheries, Cuchin University of Scienre anrl Technology,
Kerala, India (Hereinafter rel'errecl to as "SIF-CUSAT") anrl Seafood Exporters
Association of India, Kerala by mritual consent. ]'lre SIF-CUSA'| ancl SEAI, collectiycrly
leferrecl to as the "parties".

Whereas SIF-CUSAI is a school under CLISAT. one of the premicr govennrcnt-orvnecl
autonomous Univers itv in the country providing various post graduate programmes in the fielcl
.S indLrstrial fisheries and sealbod safety & trade at postgraduate antl doctoral levels, anci

area of marine/inland fisheries.
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conducting research,
aquacillture. seafood processing. fbod saf-ety, value addition,
iisireries econcimics anci fish business managcment.
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Wheieas, SEAI has formed two consortia of Seafood Exporters of India viz., (i) Kerala Forum
::lbr Crustacean & Cephaloporl Sustainability (SEAI-KFCCS) and (ii) Forum for Deep Sea
Shrimp Sustainability, Kerala (SEAI-FDSSK) and is rvorking for the conservation ancl
rnanagenlent of Shrimp & Cephalopod Trarvl Fishery and the deepsea trawl flshery in Kerala.
The consortia in collaboration with hey stakeholders is committed to obtaining the Marine
,Stewardship Council's (MSC) sustainability standard for the above fisheries. SEAI has
completed the Pre-assessntent against the MSC standard and is under the process of-
implementing the Fishery lmprovement Programs (FIP) for trawl fishery the eight species (five
''species of shrimp and three species of cephalopods; ttrrough the fund raised by the 

)two

consortia. The FIP for shrimp and cephalopodtrarvl fishery became active from 01.03.2019 and,
l'FIP for deep-sea shrimp trawl fishery became active from 01. 12.Zolg.Through various activities
the FlPs are in the process of implementing the actions at the field level and are addressilg the
,:ionservatiotl issues with policy makers. The pre-assessment carried out by accreclited auditors
has indicated several gaps in the science and management of the resources.

This project collaboration will be of mutual benefit to both the parties, meeting their
organizational mandates, and the cause of sustainable use of natural resources and conservation
of the eight species and its critical habitats.

GENERAL TERMS OF MOU
i:

l.Objective:

ihe objective of this MoU is to express the willingness of both parties to engage in an effortto
stLrdent exchange; faculty
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training programmes, conference, seminars, symposia, and workshops; and developing other
mutually benefi cial programs.

2.Areas of Collaboration

Subject to the availability of manpower and other facilities, the parlies hereby agree to extend
their cooperation on the following activities:

I' SIF-CUSAT and SEAI will jointly work towards meeting the objectives of sustainable
development goals (SDGs) of lndian fisheries through Marine Stewarclship Council
(MSC) certification

2. Facilitate and support research and monitoring to meet the MSC Fishery Improvement
Project (FIP) action points

3' The specific components of the work and compensation will be clecideil basecl on future
deliberations.

3.Technicial and other Assistance:

For the successful implementation of the agreed activities, the parties hereby agree to share the
following technical and other assistance:

1. To support the MSC-FIP action points

2. SIF-CUSAT will provide technical inputs and SEAI-KFCCS & SEAI-FDSSK will
facilitate the process of strengthening the state fisheries clepartment policies for sustainable
ntauagement in Kerala coast.

3' AII parties will encourage and uttdertake need-specific research and developrnent to
support sustainable fisheries of the eight target species (paropenaeopsis 

-stylifera,

Metapenaeus dobsoni, lJroteuthis duvauceli, Sepio pharaonis, Amphioctopus neglectus,
Aristeus nlcocki (Arabian red shrimp), Heterocarpus chani and H.woo1masoni
(Thakkali/nylon shrimp) along Kerala coast.

4' The two parties will work collectively (as and when possible) to write focused sub-
proposals to meet_objectives of this project and raise fund's to facilitate its implenientation
and SEAI- KFCCS will play the lead role in financial support / findi1g dolors.

5' Ali parties will adhere to trre agreed workpran and timeline
6. The Parlies will duly acknowledge each other at relevant fora and media.

4.General Obligation:

a) Each Party hereby agrees to obtain prior permissions which are necessary for carrying out
their respective part of the activities mentioned in this MoU from the concerned authorities.

b) The Parties also agrees to carry out their respective part in good faith and in accordance with
the laws and regulations in force for the tirne being.
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S.Profits and Loss:

In case of any profit/loss arises from the collaboration between the parties as per this MOU,
generally it should be equitably sharecl.

6. Coordination:

ln order to carry out and achieve the objec,tives of this MOU. each party rvili appoint an

appropriate person to represent them and to coordinate the agreed activities.

7. Confidentiality:

Each Party hereby agrees that the contents of this MOU and the details of various negotiations
fbr irnplementation of activities mentioned in this MOU remain strictiy confideltial. Each Party
hereby undertakes not to disclose tlre same to any third party, except after obtaining written
consent fi'om the other party.

8. lntellectual Properfy Rights:

The Parties hereby agree that, in case of any collaborative research activities under this MOU
result in any fbrm of intellectual propeity, the same rvill be vested r,vith the CTISA'I'.

9.Validity:

This MOU will be valicl initially lbr two years ancl the valiclity can be further extended by
mutual agreement betr.veen the parties for the expiry of its validity.

I 0.Motlification/ Amendments

The Parties call at any time rnodify/arnend the- terrns of this MOU. on mutual consent by a
rvritten agreement signed by the authorised representatives of each party.

I l.Terrnination of Mf)U

a) This MOII may be terntinated b1, Parties. upon prior notice siven to the other in r.vriting not
less than three months before the intended date of termination.

b) ln cise of a breach by one of the parties, the other partr, may terminate the MOU u.ith
immediate effect. However, a notice to that effect should lre servecl to the other parties.

c) ln case of tertninalion, both parties should ensure that, such terrnination shoulcl not aclverselv
aflbct the interest of the parties.

1 2. D is putes/D il'l'e re nce :

In case of any disputeidifferences arise in relation to the terrns and conditions of this MOU, the
parties should resolve the same thrciLrgh mutual uegotiations ancl any litigation based on such
disputes are subjeot to the jurisdictic.rn o1'competent Courts at Ernahularn District.
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13. Force Maieure

Neither Party shall be liable to the other Party in respect of any loss causecl to such party on
account of circumstances beyond the control of such palty.

ln agreement rvith the above terms of collaboration, the Parties have oamed this IVIOU to
be executed through their authorised representatives mentioned belor.l' on tire 02"'1 day ol
Febmary 2023.

Signed for and on behalfof Signed for and on behalfof

Seafood Exporters Association, India
'Seafood House', Willingdon Island,
Cochin - 682 003
Kerala, India

by:

S.

School of Industrial Fisheries,
Cochin University of Science and Technology

Director, SIF-CUSA
Date:02.02.2023

o

In the presence of (Witness
I

AT t

L Name
r. At'

S

Shri. A. J. Tharakan
Chairman, SEAI-KFCCS

Date:02.02.2023

I'

l. Name:

Signature:

2. Name: p
Signature:

'y.m itr; ,Yp-*,La*.-r) 2' Name: A
Signature:
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