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Preparation of this document  

This report documents the delivery of a training workshop on port data collection for artisanal fisheries in Suriname. 

The workshop was delivered as part of the implementation of the 5-year action plan of the Fishery Improvement 

Program (FIP) on Corvina Cynoscion virescens and Acoupa weakfish C. acoupa driftnet and trawl fisheries in 

Suriname. The FIP is executed in close collaboration with the government of Suriname, and this training was primarily 

aimed at the fisheries data collectors employed by the Fisheries Department (FD) of the Ministry of Agriculture, 

Animal Husbandry and Fisheries (MAAHF-LVV). Technical staff of CeDePesca in Suriname (Mr. Tomas Willems and 

Ms. Alisha Pengel) delivered the training and prepared the current report.  

Cover photograph ©T. Willems 

 

Background 

The methods for sample-based data collection in the artisanal fishery in Suriname were recently reviewed and 
updated with assistance from fisheries experts in FAO. The main aim of the revised methodology is to collect more 
accurate and detailed information of catch and effort in the artisanal fleet that can be used for (1) research and stock 
assessment purposes and (2) production of fisheries statistics to keep up with (inter)national reporting standards. 
Apart from landing and effort data, the protocol now includes the collection of socio-economic information. Data 
collection (sampling) also has to occur more strategically than before in order to calculate the yearly statistics for 
the artisanal fishery. 
 
New data collection forms were designed for use in the field along with a new way of digitizing them (webform). In 
order to introduce the new protocol for artisanal fisheries data collection and train the data collectors of the FD in 
its use, a 3-day workshop was organized by the FIP team in collaboration with the FD. 
 
The workshop took place from the 19th to the 21st of October 2022 and was attended by 88% (21 out of 24) of the 
data collectors of the FD. 
 

Daily report 

Day 1 
The first day of the workshop focused on the importance of fisheries data collection, the calculation of fishery 
statistics, work method for data collection and the use of the new data collection forms.  
 
Presentations/ activities included: 

• The importance of fisheries data collection.  

• The different types of fisheries data. 

• The history of fisheries in Suriname and the different fishing gears and zones. 

• How fishery statistics are calculated for the industrial fishery and for the artisanal fishery. 

• Work method for data collection. 

• Practice filling in the new data collection forms based on fictional landing examples. 
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Day 2 
The second day of the workshop focused on the use of the new data collection forms and the webforms to digitize 
them, the legal rights and duties of data collectors of the FD, background on the issuing of fishing licenses and 
what to do when the field situation differs from the theoretical ideal. 
 
Presentations/ activities included: 

• Practice filling in the new data collection forms based on fictional landing examples. 

• Accessing the webforms with a username and password. 

• Background on how fishing licenses are issued and how to discern between a real and a false license (by 
staff of the licensing department). 

• The legal rights and duties of a data collector of the FD. 

• Working group and collective discussions about several known field situations and how to handle them 
(based on the data collection protocol). 

 
Day 3 
The third day of the workshop focused on fish identification, a recap of the work method for data collection and a 
recap of the past two days in the form of a live quiz. 
 
Presentations/ activities included: 

• Working group and collective discussions about the characteristics and names of about 40 species of fish 
commonly caught in the Surinamese artisanal fishery (several specimens of each species where available 
to look at, touch and identify using the new protocol). 

• Work method for data collection. 

• Live quiz. 
 

Conclusion 

The training workshop was well-attended and was well-received by the data collectors of the FD. During the 
workshop the FIP team received valuable feedback from the data collectors, which will be used to extend and 
improve the data collection forms and further refine the methodology. The new sample-based methodology will be 
piloted in November-December 2022 and will be fully implemented in January 2023. 
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ANNEXES 

Annex A. New forms for sample-based data collection in coastal and inland fisheries 
 
Annex B. Cheat-sheet to be used in conjunction with the forms 
 
Annex C. Screenshots from web-based application for data entry 
 
Annex D. Some pictures of the training 
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A. New forms for sample-based data collection in coastal and inland fisheries 

 

 
 

Data collection form for coastal fisheries page 1 out of 2. This page allows for the recording of 
information about the recording itself, vessel information, fishing zone, effort, socio-economic 
information and notes. 
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Data collection form for coastal fisheries page 2 out of 2. This page allows for the recording of the fish 
landing (species, processing, weight). The landing of fish bladder is recorded separately. 
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Data collection form for inland fisheries page 1 out of 2. This page allows for the recording of 
information about the recording itself, vessel information, fishing zone, effort, socio-economic 
information and notes. 
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Data collection form for inland fisheries page 2 out of 2. This page allows for the recording of the fish 
landing (species, processing, weight). The landing of fish bladder is recorded separately. 
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B. Cheat-sheets to be used in conjunction with the forms 

 

 

Cheat sheet describing the depth zones and sections that describe the coastal fishing zones. 
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Cheat sheet listing and illustrating the relevant fish processing types. Each processing type is tied to a unique 2 letter code. 
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Cheat sheet listing coastal and inland species and the corresponding ASFIS code. 



 

 
 

12 
 

 

Cheat sheet listing the names of all the official landing sites in Suriname. 
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C. Screenshots from web-based application for data entry 

 

 

Login prompt that appears when a user wants to access the webform. 

 

Final page of the webform with the options to save the form as a draft or submit it. 
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Menu showing an overview of all the sections in the webform. The menu can be used to navigate 

through the form. 
 

 

Example of a filled in section in the webform. 
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D. Some pictures of the training 

 

 

Top left: A group of participants identify and label fish during the fish identification exercise. 
Middle left: Mr. Tomas Willems checks if groups have identified the fish species correctly and discusses 
the characteristics and various names of each species. 
Bottom left: Participants listen en watch attentively to one of the presentations. 
Right: One of the participants holds up the new data collection forms and the cheat sheet bundle. 

 

 


