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ETP species in Tokyo Bay
BR/EDETPIE

Encountered Red List species in Tokyo Bay
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Starting in 2012, the Japan Fisheries Agency (JFA) under the Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry,
and Fisheries (MAFF) has maintained a Marine Species Red List focusing on economically
important fish species and marine mammals. The list uses International Union for Conservation
of Nature (IUCN) categories for species status: Data Deficient, Near Threatened (likely to qualify
for a threatened category in the near future), Vulnerable, Endangered, and Critically
Endangered. However, the evaluation rules are specific to Japan and not consistent with
international evaluation methods. The most recent JFA list included 94 species, 93 of which had
no status listed due to insufficient information." Thus the list has limited utility for determining
fishery impacts on ETP species.
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Japan’s Ministry of the Environment (MOE) published a Red List for Marine Organisms for the
first time in March 2017.2 Previously the MOE had published Red Lists for terrestrial animals
and plants only, because marine organisms fall under the jurisdiction of MAFF. In contrast to the
JFA Red List, the Complete MOE Red List includes 5,674 species over 13 taxonomic groups,
and the MOE Red List for Marine Organisms includes 219 species, 105 of which were
considered Near Threatened or worse. This MOE Red List for Marine Organisms is therefore

' http://www.jfa.maff.go.jp/j/press/sigen/attach/pdf/170321-1.pdf

2 http://www.env.go.jp/press/010bessi%EF %BC%91%E2%91%A0.pdf

SERIBE Ly R R 201748 EFEER - 2017 MOE Red List Species Table”.
https://www.env.go.jp/press/files/jp/105448.pdf

SIRIBE [RSE] BEEYL v R X | - MOE Red List of Marine Organisms (Fish)”.
https://www.env.go.jp/press/files/jp/106403.pdf

S“ERTRE (D LA - A Photographic to the Fishes of Tokyo Bay”.
http://rnavi.ndl.go.jp/mokuji_html/023194811.html

CFEEOREBLEELRBAEY —FTERLY RT—97 vV -84 (20114EEXEThR) - Chiba
Prefecture Protected Wild Organisms - Chibra Prefecture Red Databook, Animal Edition (2011 Edition).
http://www.bdcchiba.jp/endangered/rdb-a/rdb_index2-j2011.html
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more informative with regard to management of threatened species.** Chiba Prefecture also
has a Red List published in 2011 that includes 34 species from a variety of taxa.® We identified
threatened species in Tokyo Bay by cross-referencing the Chiba and MOE Red Lists with a list
of species found in Tokyo Bay.
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None of the Vulnerable, Endangered, or Critically Endangered species on the MOE Red List are
found in Tokyo Bay. However, there are fourteen Tokyo Bay species with Near Threatened
status (Table 1). Eleven other Tokyo Bay species are considered Data Deficient, and one more
species (Hexagrammos otakii) may have experienced extinction of some regional populations.
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Table 1. Species with Near Threatened status that occur in Tokyo Bay.

&1 FEEREEE] (NT) SFHMBThicRRIZEDE

Scientific name Japanese name English name

F2 M= RE
Amblychaeturichthys hexanema 7 1)\t Pinkgray goby
Amblychaeturichthys sciistius JEFI+ 3 Komochijako
Aulichthys japonicus VY AHZ Tubenose

Eptatretus atami oOXyIFF Brown hagfish
Hemitriakis japanica I14S0ThH Japanese gray shark
Mustelus griseus oA Spotless smooth-hound
Mustelus manazo RIHFA Starspotted smooth-hound
Platyrhina tangi TFITHFA Yellow-spotted fanray
Raja pulchra AHRAAN Mottled skate

Sebastes oblongus S/ 3ANI Takenokomebaru
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Squalus mitsukurii 7Y /A Shortspine spurdog
Squatina japonica HATFA Japanese angelshark
Takifugu porphyreus X7 Purple puffer
Verasper variegatus RYALA Spotted halibut

Two purse seine vessels within the Tokyo Bay sea perch fishery implemented a one year
monitoring program to detect any incidental catches of ETP species, from April 2017 to April
2018. No catches of ETP species were reported in the 858 purse seine sets that were made
during that time period. The monitoring data contain sensitive fishing information and so are not
attached here, but the data collected include fishing times and locations, species caught, and
notes on any animals that were incidentally caught.
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See: http://www.jfa.maff.go.jp/i/press/sigen/170321.html

Dolphins or whales enter the nets on rare occasions, but they escape on their own and are not
harmed by the fishermen.
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Threatened birds in Tokyo Bay
ENEEREVEIO) kS

Birds are reportedly caught once or twice a year when the round haul nets are lifted from the
water.® We searched for threatened birds occurring in the Tokyo Bay area using the Seabird
Maps tool* developed by the American Bird Conservancy. Search results suggested that one
threatened species, the Japanese murrelet (Synthliboramphus wumizusume), may be found in
the area. We then consulted with Birdlife International Japan about accidental bird bycatch in
Tokyo Bay. Although short-tailed albatross (Phoebastria albatrus) and Japanese murrelet may
be found outside of the bay, fisheries within the bay are unlikely to significantly harm threatened
seabirds (M. Sato, pers. comm. 18 May 2017). Tokyo Bay fishing activity may impact shorebirds
such as sandpipers and plovers, but purse seine gear generally has little interaction with these
species.
EF IO H’&%%J:('f%?ﬁ%'?\ BENBELCS > >TULEDT—RAEEC, 2EHB &
NERSNTLS, RRELCKSEOEREIEBOERZHIAT 5. 7 X HEHEFREHRS
(American Bird Conservancy) D HBEX Y 7Y —)l) (Seabird Maps tool)Z{FHR LTz, B&=E

3 Based on personal communication with the fishers.
4 http://fisheryandseabird.info/
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Lic&EZ3. AV AUDIZRXA (Synthliboramphus wumizusume) HEB L TULVBATREMED
HBEESHRB-TC, e, BEREFCOBEDOREN G ZAEEMZRANDILH. N—F -
SA47 - 49—+ 37+)L (Bird Life International) (CHE# LIt 2B, PRI R (
Phoebastria albatrus) & 1> ') 9 = XX A (Synthliboramphus wumizusume) |(IERFIBING
TRoNZCEEHZDD. NETORERECEI > THERBBIEEETMMINLEEBREOEERE
DFEFEFEAERBNWEEZENDS, RRETITIOHNTULSREEYF - FRUBOKSICE
Ex5Z2 50 8EMEH DD, FSTEEDMTONTWVBIGMERBRDIIGMTEE LTS,
FEFDRRNWEEZBND,

Review of relevant ETP species legislation
ETPREICRIET 5 ESL DE

Japan has domestic legislation relating to species conservation and participates in international
agreements such as the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (1992). At the 2010
Conference of Parties (COP) to the Convention on Biological Biodiversity held in Nagoya,
Japan, parties to the convention established the Aichi Biodiversity Targets. The targets are part
of 10-year strategic plan and include a goal to eliminate significant fishery impacts on
threatened species and vulnerable ecosystems by 2020 (Target 6).°> At the domestic level, the
Act on the Protection of Fishery Resources (7KE & JRIRsE)%; 1951) gives MAFF and prefectural
governors the ability to close specific fisheries (Article 4) and MAFF the ability to set annual
catch limits (Article 13), as deemed necessary for protection of resources. However, we have
found no examples of capture limits for threatened species.

BAEACEZEMDOFRE - FEZENETIEIDNEFELTHSY . TEEAYOZHKRMECET
%%#J (United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity) 1 7& & QERREAICIHMA L TWLY
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Based on monitoring data and information collected thus far, it is highly likely that the Kaiko
Bussan fishery has minimal negative impacts on ETP species.

INETIATONLEZY IV I T -9 LIBRINEDERZE T DT LT3 BAMEDLETP
BICS5ZASTEEEMTHZLBONS,

5 https://www.cbd.int/sp/targets/
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