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Shark, Seabirds, and Sea Turtle Conservation Policy

This policy serves as a guiding framework within the scope and timeframe of this Fishery Improvement Project (FIP). Its objective is to
strengthen the protection and management of sharks, seabirds, and sea turtles through progressive gear modification and crew
training, promoting continuous operationai improvement in line with scientific advice and international best practices.
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As a responsible member of the fishing community, we are aware that unintended bycatch poses a significant danger to non-target
marine life. We recognize that most shark species are highly susceptible to overfishing, and that several prohibited species have
already been classified as threatened or endangered.. Furthermore, we understand the practices of shark finning (the removal and
retention of shark fins and discarding of the carcass at sea)are strictly prohibited under the regulations of many nations and most
Regional Fisheries Management Organizations (RFMOs). Accordingly, this policy seeks to reduce bycatch and waste through
progressive gear modification and crew training, ensuring that fleet operations are consistent with international principles of
sustainable and responsible fishing.
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Sea turtles are also especially vulnerable to fishing related activities due to their habitats and shared food sources with target tuna
species. Additionally, sea turtles are a long-lived marine animal and require lengthy timeframes to meet reproductive maturation.
Several species of sea turtles, including green sea turtles and leatherbacks, are already considered vulnerable or endangered by the
scientific community. .
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Seabirds are highly attracted to fishing activities and are vulnerable to unintentional hooking due to chasing baited hooks.
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In order to protect these vulnerable animals, our vessels are committed to implementing measures to reduce the negative impacts of
fishing operations. Our association recognizes the best practices for sustainable longline fishing promoted by the RFMOs . as well as
practical methods for minimizing bycatch risks and for the proper handling and safe release of sharks, seabirds, and sea turtles. All
handling and release procedures are carried out and supervised by trained crew members.
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In order to better protect sharks, seabirds and sea turtles, our vessels shall progressively adhere to the following best practices at a
minimum:
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Prohibits the practice of shark finning and our policy is posted on the vessel for crew awareness.

2 (B MIRERE S AVEM - BB ERAGEMIBCR R B AT %G -

Under Taiwan’s national regulations, do not retain shark species as directed by local or regional management.
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Committed to promoting the implementation of a Fin-Naturally-Attached (FNA) policy for sharks that have been retained.
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Record the species in the fishing logbook for all sharks and sea turtles that are caught.
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Committed to promoting the use of circle hooks and, where possible, selecting wider hook designs which maintains
acceptable catch rates of target species while reducing sea turtle bycatch.
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Encourage the use of fin-fish rather than squid for bait.
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When feasible, set hooks deeper than typical sea turtle-abundant depths (100m)
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Promotes best practices for bycatch handling and release of sharks, turtles and seabirds and the fishery does everything
possible to release these individuals alive
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This policy will be reviewed and updated periodically in accordance with international best practices, national regulations and the
actual circumstances of the RFMO measures, and any revisions will be discussed and approved through the FIP members’ meeting
before being announced. -
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This policy applies to all participati;\g vessels under the Pacific Ocean tuna - longline (TTLA) FIP only.
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