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Robert Blais
East Coast Seafood Group
5 Drydock Avenue
Boston, Massachusetts
03/12/26
Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission
1050 N. Highland Street, Suite 200
Arlington, VA 22201
Re: Support for Implementation of the ASMFC American Lobster Rebuilding Plan
Daniel McKiernan,
On behalf of East Coast Seafood Group, I would like to express our support for the careful and coordinated adoption and implementation of a rebuilding plan for the American lobster resource.
East Coast Seafood has been a long-standing participant in the New England lobster industry and is one of the largest processors and distributors of American lobster in the United States. Because of our position in both domestic and international seafood markets, the long-term sustainability and stability of the lobster resource is critically important not only to our company, but also to the many harvesters, coastal communities, and customers who depend on this fishery.
We recognize the important role the Atlantic States Marine Fisheries Commission plays in ensuring the responsible management of this resource. While rebuilding measures can present operational challenges for industry participants, we believe that a clear and predictable management framework ultimately benefits both the resource and the marketplace. A stable and well-managed lobster fishery strengthens consumer confidence and supports continued access to key retail and foodservice markets that increasingly prioritize sustainability in seafood sourcing.
East Coast Seafood supports a practical and orderly implementation of the rebuilding plan and encourages continued collaboration among regulators, harvesters, processors, and market participants as these measures move forward. Maintaining open communication with the industry will help ensure that management actions achieve their conservation objectives while minimizing unnecessary disruption to fishing communities and supply chains.
We appreciate the Commission’s continued leadership and remain committed to supporting responsible management of the American lobster resource.
Sincerely,
Robert Blais
President
East Coast Seafood Group
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