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In October 2015, the European Union (EU) determined that Taiwan’s fisheries 
management system had not been sufficiently effective in addressing illegal, unreported 
and unregulated (IUU) fishing and therefore issued a yellow card warning to Taiwan. 
In response, the Taiwanese government introduced and implemented a series of 
improvement measures across several key areas, including the legal framework, 
monitoring, control and surveillance (MCS), seafood traceability, and international 
cooperation. In June 2019, the EU lifted the yellow card, recognizing the progress 
achieved. Subsequently, both parties further established a dedicated working group and 
continued to exchange views and engage in dialogue through an annual meeting 
mechanism. 
 
According to available information, since 2020 the Taiwanese government has 
conducted annual exchanges with the EU, either through in-person or virtual meetings, 
to discuss the measures undertaken to combat IUU fishing and their implementation 
outcomes. These exchanges have also included reviews and discussions of the 
implementation of fisheries management policies. While the content of these bilateral 
government-to-government meetings is not publicly disclosed, and therefore cannot be 
provided, the information and photographs collected do confirm the existence and 
continuity of this engagement mechanism. 
 
From a broader perspective, Taiwan’s current fisheries management system 
incorporates an external review component through its regular dialogue and review 
processes with the EU. However, since publicly available results of external reviews 
are not accessible, monitoring and observation will continue until such information can 
be obtained. 
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