
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Activity Report: 
 
Strengthening the Traceability and Coordination to Combat Illegal, Unreported, 
and Unregulated Fishing in Sarangani Province and Sultan Kudarat 
 
Date: January 22, 2026 
Venue: SARGEN Office, General Santos City Fish Port Complex 
 
Participants:  

1.​ Eugene M. Casas 
2.​ Aga Khan M. Salong 
3.​ Abduladzis K. Salik 
4.​ Zenaida Dangkalan 
5.​ Bensar Ola 
6.​ Kahar Gambal 
7.​ Romel Palimba 
8.​ John Mandang 
9.​ Kristine Mae Caracotdacot 
10.​Laurene Yvonne Mae Tugas 
11.​Willie Jun Serra 
12.​Sigrid Mae Gaballes 
13.​Jeah Jaye Agraviador 
14.​Selwyn Garayanala 
15.​Ana Carmela Jabel 
16.​Alliana Dollente 
17.​Ebrahim Gayao 
18.​Grace Candole 
19.​Vivien Gesulga 
20.​Analyn Resane 
21.​Lourdes Cuaresma 
22.​Beverly Tamago 
23.​Anavien Aldave 
24.​Claudine Baltazar 
25.​Janet Rosit 
26.​Analiza Canico 
27.​Zyrene Jean Ombajin 
28.​Kyle Mark Manigo 
29.​Glenn Esgana 
30.​Emelyn Donia 
31.​Jasmin Villegas 
32.​Elsie Paz 
33.​Toto Estenzo 
34.​Regine Dizon 
35.​Rex To-ong 
36.​Joseph Rusiana 



 

37.​Keven Lloyd Dipay 
38.​Joel John Nunez 
39.​Rosanna Contreras 

 
 
Meeting Objective: 

The objective of the meeting is to discuss measures to strengthen traceability systems 
and coordination mechanisms to address Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) 
fishing in Sarangani Province and Sultan Kudarat. The meeting will present and discuss 
the key findings of the EU audit, including identified gaps and recommended actions. It 
will also review proposed amendments to the guidelines for the Traceability System for 
Fish and Fishery Products in the Philippines, as well as a discussion of the process 
flow, documentation, and reportorial requirements for Catch Validation to support clear 
and consistent implementation. 

 
 
Meeting Highlights: 

1.​ The Division Chief of RFIQU, Mr. Eugene M. Casas, delivered the opening 
remarks, emphasizing the high-priority nature of the coordination meeting. He 
acknowledged the significant contribution of municipal fishing vessels in 
supplying fresh tuna to processing plants serving European Union (EU) markets. 
He also raised key concerns regarding the findings of the EU audit, particularly 
on the designation of Catch Validation personnel in Sarangani Province and 
Sultan Kudarat. 
 

2.​ Mr. Eugene Casas, Chief of RFIQU, facilitated a consultation on the consistency 
of ordinances and the enforcement of sanctions, during which concerns were 
raised regarding existing BFAR resolutions and guidance. The discussion also 
covered issues on the registration and renewal of municipal bancas, particularly 
the conflicting validity of municipal fishing vessels in Sarangani Province. As a 
resolution, Ms. Zenaida Dangkalan of PFO Sarangani recommended elevating 
the concern to the concerned local government units (LGUs). Mr. Casas further 
suggested consolidating and validating the list of municipal fishing vessels and 
coordinating with the LGUs, which have jurisdiction over municipal bancas. 
 

3.​ A follow-up question was raised regarding the registration and renewal of 
municipal bancas, specifically on the possibility of advancing the renewal period. 
In response, Ms. Zenaida of PFO Sarangani clarified that BFAR has no authority 
to intervene in the renewal of municipal bancas, as jurisdiction over this matter 
rests with the local government units (LGUs). She recommended that the 
concern be elevated to the concerned LGUs. Ms. Rosanna Contreras further 
suggested that the PFO or BFAR formally communicate this issue to the LGUs 
through a written correspondence, highlighting the challenges faced by fishers in 
renewing their bancas. She also emphasized that vessels without valid licenses 
may be classified as engaging in Illegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing 
(IUUF), which has implications for traceability and raises concerns on the 
sourcing of fish by processing plants. This is particularly critical in ensuring that 
fish are not sourced from IUUF vessels. 
 
 

 
 



 

4.​ Another question was raised on whether the local government units (LGUs) of 
Sarangani Province and Sultan Kudarat are fully aware of the catch validation 
requirements in each municipality. In response, Mr. Eugene Casas assured the  
participants that BFAR will coordinate with the concerned LGUs by setting 
appointments and conducting visits to organize the matter, including the 
reassignment of BFAR personnel in their respective areas. 

 
5.​ Mr. Eugene Casas emphasized that no Local Transport Permit (LTP) will be 

issued at the municipal level to avoid competition in the issuance of Auxiliary 
Invoices. He clarified that Catch Validation (CV) will only require a certification 
signed by the concerned personnel to confirm that the vessel has been properly 
validated. This matter will be raised during meetings with the LGUs. He further 
noted that a checkpoint team will be stationed at the entrance of the General 
Santos Fishport, where the requirements for fish transport will include the Catch 
Validation certification and the corresponding Auxiliary Invoice. 
 

6.​ Mr. Eugene Casas also provided an update that BFAR Region XII has already 
conducted training for Mati personnel. He noted that he will seek further updates 
on the status of Mati’s Catch Validation Team, particularly on whether the team 
has already been formally established and on any issues related to catch 
validation in Mati. 
 

7.​ A question was raised on whether the Official Receipt (OR) issued for the 
registration or renewal of municipal bancas can be considered a valid vessel 
license. It was clarified that the OR does not constitute an official license and 
therefore cannot serve as proof of vessel licensing. This presents a compliance 
concern, as the European Union requires the submission of the vessel license 
number, not the OR number. 
 

8.​ The deployment of Catch Validation personnel in Sarangani Province and Sultan 
Kudarat was also discussed. Mr. Eugene Casas assured the participants that the 
assigned Catch Validation personnel are properly trained and will provide 
assistance to vessel captains and fisherfolk in addressing their concerns. 
 

9.​ It was noted that a meeting will be scheduled with the Philippine Fisheries 
Development Authority (PFDA) to encourage brokers, suppliers, and buyers to 
actively participate in meetings and activities conducted by BFAR. 

 
Action Items and Implementation: 
 
BFAR–RFIQU, together with Municipal and City Coordinators, will conduct orientations 
and meetings with the local government units (LGUs) of Sarangani Province and Sultan 
Kudarat. In addition, a coordination meeting with the Philippine Fisheries Development 
Authority (PFDA) will be organized to engage brokers, suppliers, and buyers and 
encourage their active participation in meetings conducted by BFAR–RFIQU. 

 



 

Meeting Photos:  
 



 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Meeting Presentation: 
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Attendance Sheets: 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

 


