Activity Report:

Strengthening the Traceability and Coordination to Combat lllegal, Unreported,
and Unregulated Fishing in Sarangani Province and Sultan Kudarat

Date: January 22, 2026
Venue: SARGEN Office, General Santos City Fish Port Complex

Participants:

Eugene M. Casas
Aga Khan M. Salong
Abduladzis K. Salik
Zenaida Dangkalan
Bensar Ola

Kahar Gambal

Romel Palimba

John Mandang

9. Kiristine Mae Caracotdacot
10.Laurene Yvonne Mae Tugas
11. Willie Jun Serra
12.Sigrid Mae Gaballes
13.Jeah Jaye Agraviador
14.Selwyn Garayanala
15.Ana Carmela Jabel
16.Alliana Dollente
17.Ebrahim Gayao
18.Grace Candole
19.Vivien Gesulga
20.Analyn Resane
21.Lourdes Cuaresma
22.Beverly Tamago
23.Anavien Aldave

24 . Claudine Baltazar
25.Janet Rosit
26.Analiza Canico
27.Zyrene Jean Ombajin
28.Kyle Mark Manigo
29.Glenn Esgana
30.Emelyn Donia
31.Jasmin Villegas
32.Elsie Paz

33. Toto Estenzo
34.Regine Dizon
35.Rex To-ong
36.Joseph Rusiana
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37.Keven Lloyd Dipay
38.Joel John Nunez
39.Rosanna Contreras

Meeting Objective:

The objective of the meeting is to discuss measures to strengthen traceability systems
and coordination mechanisms to address lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU)
fishing in Sarangani Province and Sultan Kudarat. The meeting will present and discuss
the key findings of the EU audit, including identified gaps and recommended actions. It
will also review proposed amendments to the guidelines for the Traceability System for
Fish and Fishery Products in the Philippines, as well as a discussion of the process
flow, documentation, and reportorial requirements for Catch Validation to support clear
and consistent implementation.

Meeting Highlights:

1. The Division Chief of RFIQU, Mr. Eugene M. Casas, delivered the opening
remarks, emphasizing the high-priority nature of the coordination meeting. He
acknowledged the significant contribution of municipal fishing vessels in
supplying fresh tuna to processing plants serving European Union (EU) markets.
He also raised key concerns regarding the findings of the EU audit, particularly
on the designation of Catch Validation personnel in Sarangani Province and
Sultan Kudarat.

2. Mr. Eugene Casas, Chief of RFIQU, facilitated a consultation on the consistency
of ordinances and the enforcement of sanctions, during which concerns were
raised regarding existing BFAR resolutions and guidance. The discussion also
covered issues on the registration and renewal of municipal bancas, particularly
the conflicting validity of municipal fishing vessels in Sarangani Province. As a
resolution, Ms. Zenaida Dangkalan of PFO Sarangani recommended elevating
the concern to the concerned local government units (LGUs). Mr. Casas further
suggested consolidating and validating the list of municipal fishing vessels and
coordinating with the LGUs, which have jurisdiction over municipal bancas.

3. A follow-up question was raised regarding the registration and renewal of
municipal bancas, specifically on the possibility of advancing the renewal period.
In response, Ms. Zenaida of PFO Sarangani clarified that BFAR has no authority
to intervene in the renewal of municipal bancas, as jurisdiction over this matter
rests with the local government units (LGUs). She recommended that the
concern be elevated to the concerned LGUs. Ms. Rosanna Contreras further
suggested that the PFO or BFAR formally communicate this issue to the LGUs
through a written correspondence, highlighting the challenges faced by fishers in
renewing their bancas. She also emphasized that vessels without valid licenses
may be classified as engaging in lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated Fishing
(IUUF), which has implications for traceability and raises concerns on the
sourcing of fish by processing plants. This is particularly critical in ensuring that
fish are not sourced from IUUF vessels.



4. Another question was raised on whether the local government units (LGUs) of
Sarangani Province and Sultan Kudarat are fully aware of the catch validation
requirements in each municipality. In response, Mr. Eugene Casas assured the
participants that BFAR will coordinate with the concerned LGUs by setting
appointments and conducting visits to organize the matter, including the
reassignment of BFAR personnel in their respective areas.

5. Mr. Eugene Casas emphasized that no Local Transport Permit (LTP) will be
issued at the municipal level to avoid competition in the issuance of Auxiliary
Invoices. He clarified that Catch Validation (CV) will only require a certification
signed by the concerned personnel to confirm that the vessel has been properly
validated. This matter will be raised during meetings with the LGUs. He further
noted that a checkpoint team will be stationed at the entrance of the General
Santos Fishport, where the requirements for fish transport will include the Catch
Validation certification and the corresponding Auxiliary Invoice.

6. Mr. Eugene Casas also provided an update that BFAR Region XlI has already
conducted training for Mati personnel. He noted that he will seek further updates
on the status of Mati’'s Catch Validation Team, particularly on whether the team
has already been formally established and on any issues related to catch
validation in Mati.

7. A question was raised on whether the Official Receipt (OR) issued for the
registration or renewal of municipal bancas can be considered a valid vessel
license. It was clarified that the OR does not constitute an official license and
therefore cannot serve as proof of vessel licensing. This presents a compliance
concern, as the European Union requires the submission of the vessel license
number, not the OR number.

8. The deployment of Catch Validation personnel in Sarangani Province and Sultan
Kudarat was also discussed. Mr. Eugene Casas assured the participants that the
assigned Catch Validation personnel are properly trained and will provide
assistance to vessel captains and fisherfolk in addressing their concerns.

9. It was noted that a meeting will be scheduled with the Philippine Fisheries
Development Authority (PFDA) to encourage brokers, suppliers, and buyers to
actively participate in meetings and activities conducted by BFAR.

Action Items and Implementation:

BFAR-RFIQU, together with Municipal and City Coordinators, will conduct orientations
and meetings with the local government units (LGUs) of Sarangani Province and Sultan
Kudarat. In addition, a coordination meeting with the Philippine Fisheries Development
Authority (PFDA) will be organized to engage brokers, suppliers, and buyers and
encourage their active participation in meetings conducted by BFAR-RFIQU.
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REGIONAL FISHERIES INSPECTION AND QUARANTINE UNIT Xii

STRENTHENING THE TRACEABILITY AND COORDINATION
TO COMBAT 1UU FISHING IN SARANGANI PROVINCE AND
SULTAN KUDARAT e
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(AN OBJECTIVES

» To inform the participants about the mandate under BFAR
Administrative Circular (BAC) 251 and legal requirements for
fish and fishery product traceability in Sarangani Province and

Sultan Kudarat. ‘\

» To present the plan for deploying catch validators and
quarantine personnel to strengthen the traceability system
against lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing.
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OBJECTIVES

» To inform the participants about the mandate under BFAR
Administrative Circular (BAC) 251 and legal requirements for
fish and fishery product traceability in Sarangani Province and
Sultan Kudarat.

» To present the plan for deploying catch validators and
quarantine personnel to strengthen the traceability system
against lllegal, Unreported, and Unregulated (IUU) fishing.
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BFAR ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULAR No. 251 -1 SERIES OF 2019
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BFAR ADMINISTRATIVE CIRCULAR No. 251 -1 SERIES OF 2019

Whereas, the Philippines, as a member of
Food and Agriculture Organization that
endorsed the 2001 International Plan of
Action to prevent, deter and eliminate
lllegal, Unregulated and Unreported Fishing
(U
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SECTION 3. SCOPE

3.1 This Circular establishes the traceability
system for wild-caught and farmed fish and
other aquatic Products. It covers the following
business operations that make up their
respective supply chain:
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SECTION 4. RESPONSIBILITIES OF BUSINESS OPERATORS

4.6 Registration and Traceability Systems — Business
operator involved in the fish supply chain and other
7> than FABOs, directly or indirectly involved in the
production and processing of fishery and aquatic
products are required to:

055 0%,
%ﬁ;\ Z4 Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Region 12
i of

SECTION 4. RESPONSIBILITIES OF BUSINESS OPERATORS

a. Register with the Competent Authority; and

b. Create, update and maintain records needed to
determine the immediate previous sources and the
apymediate subsequent recipients of FA products in
order to allow the Competent Authority to address 4\
credible threats to or adverse consequences on
human, animal, plant life or health as well as on the
environment, and to enable the Competent
Authority to prevent market entry of IUUF-derived
products. R

¥ OF 4
S e,

FARRE Y
8 \ f 2
\W\{f( v

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Region 12

SECTION 6. RESPONSIBILITIES OF THE COMPETENT AUTHORITY
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SECTION 8. SANCTIONS

FABOs or registered business operators who fail to respond to
any request for records by the C(_)mé)_etent Authority or fail to

Lasxncomply with any provisions of this Circular shall be subject to
administrative sanctions such as but not limited to: non-
issuance of catch certificates or sanitary/ health certificates,
suspension of imports for three months for the first offense,
suspension of imports or exports for six months for the second
offense; suspension of pertinent registration for six months for
third offense; and revocation of pertinent registration for the
fourth offense.
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AUDIT FINDINGS

/N

In early 2023 after EU audit they found out
that fish catch weights from domestics
vessels were being recorded without proper
supervision. They advised that BFAR must
strenghten fish landing site controls by
reinforcing the catch validators team.
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The deployment of Catch

Validators is a critical step in
/ strengthening the traceability
system for Fish and Fishery
Products in SARANGANI and
Sultan Kudarat.
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By deploying catch validators/quarantine
personnel, BFAR XIl aims to reinforce
the traceability system and aid in the fight
against  lllegal, Unreported, and
Unregulated (IUU) fishing, which remains
a significant challenge that undermines
the sustainability of fisheries resources
and the livelihoods of local fishing
communities.
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The planned deployment of catch
validators and quarantine personnel to
the coastal municipalities of Sarangani
Province and Sultan Kudarat is a
strategic step to address these gaps.
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REGIONAL FISHERIES INSPECTION AND QUARANTINE UNIT XIi

REQUIREMENTS NEEDED AND CATCH
VALIDATION PROCESS FLOW -
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REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10654
AN ACT TO PREVENT, DETER AND ELIMINATE ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING, AMENDING

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8550, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS "THE PHILIPPINE FISHERIES CODE OF 1998," AND FOR OTHER
PURPOSES

Section 38 of Republic Act No. 8550 as amended by Republic Act No. 10654 mentioned on the
reportorial requirements of commercial fishing vessel. Daily record of fish catch and spoilage,
landing points, and quantity and value of fish caught, and off-loaded for transshipment, sale
and/or other disposal shall be kept.

Section 65 of the Implementing Rules and Regulation of Republic Act 8550 as amended by
Republic Act No. 10654 ; BFAR should adopt an appropriate monitoring, control, surveillance and
traceability system for municipal fishing vessels supplying exporters, with concurrence of the local
government units
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LEGAL BASIS

REPUBLIC ACT NO. 10654

AN ACT TO PREVENT, DETER AND ELIMINATE ILLEGAL, UNREPORTED AND UNREGULATED FISHING,

AMENDING REPUBLIC ACT NO. 8550, OTHERWISE KNOWN AS "THE PHILIPPINE FISHERIES CODE OF
1998," AND FOR OTHER PURPOSES

(1) Five thousand pesos (P5,000.00) for municipal fishing: Provided, That if the offender fails to pay the
fine, he shall render community service ;

(2) One hundred thousand pesos (P100,000.00) for small -scale commercial fishing ;

(3) Two hundred thousand pesos (P200,000.00) for medium -scale commercial fishing ; and

(4) Five hundred thousand pesos (P500,000.00) for large -scale commercial fishing .:
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Process flow and Traceability Protocol

Application

Validation -
Validation for

Tuna Handline
Validation for

Municipal Bancas Validation for Purse
NELES
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For APPLICATION
Submit a Letter of Request for inspection from the .
fishing company is needed informing the BFAR 12 — e e

Catch validation of the arrival of their vessel.

@ to inform your good office that we will be

CarrioriVessel

Unioading Date

All vessels are required to be validated by SO PO T, 7 T .
BFAR-12 Catch Validation upon arriving. But T ——————. {—
some company can also make an "

appointment for the validation of their ™

company vessel
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Application

Tuna Handline
Municipal Vessel

+ Validate upon the Request of
Liaison or Captain
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Tuna Handline/
Purse Seine
Commercial

Vessel

o Submit a letter of request for
inspection from the fishing
company informing the BFAR -
Catch validation of the arrival
of their vessel.

« Validate upon Arrival (early
in the morning)

* But some company can also
make an appointment for
the validation of their
company vessel
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Catch validator prepares inspection tools and materials to
bring on board to undertake inspection activity.

Validation

Complete & Proper Uniform  Verification checklists  Port Inspection Report

Fish Unloading Monitoring Form

mentsfor Catch Validation
(Fishing Vessel operating within Philiopine Waters)

Checklist of Re

Name of Vessel:

C =
Date & Time: |

O Logheet |- i e
T Captain/Mate’s Transfer Certificate ‘
O StowagePlan
s |
(Carrer).
O Certificate of Clearance (Valid) | e

T Certificate of Philippine Registry (MARINA)

O Commercial Fishing Vessel License (CFVL)
(Catcher): —

O Certificate of Philippine Registry (MARINA)

O Commercial Fishing Vesseland Gear icense (CFVGL)

Remarks

Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources Region 12

- © Catch Validation'Requirements: s

Tuna Handline
Commercial Vessel

Purse Seine Commercial
Vessel (Domestic)

« Certificate of Fishing Vessel

Tuna Handline
Municipal Vessel

* Registration of Pump Boats « Certificate of Fishing Vessel

* Permit to Operate License (CFVL) License (CFVL)
* Stowage Plan « Certificate of Clearance + Certificate of Clearance
+ Simplified Fish Catch + Logsheet * Logsheet

- Stowage Plan

« Stowage Plan
« Captain's Mate Transfer Cert.

No markings of Fishing Vessel Catcher Padala:

NO VALIDATION

Lack of Documents
NO CERTIFICATION

« Transhipment Certificate

« Certificate of Fishing Vessel License
(CFVL)

* Logsheet

« Stowage Plan

(additional Requirement for High
Seas)
« Distant Water Fishing Permit
(DWFP)- carrier/catcher
« Special Fishing Permit- (SFP)
catcher only
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Registration of Pumpboat
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Permit to Operate

Srowsaerin

Stowage Plan

Tuna Handline Municipal Vessel

Simplified Catch Certificate

I
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"“"“”""I"una Handline Commercial Vessel

Commercial Fishing Vessel License

ANTONIETA F. ADVINCULA

15t Rd., Calumpang, General Santos City
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Stowage Plan
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na Handline Commercial Vessel

Certificate of Clearance

Transshipment Certificate
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TRANSSHPHENT CERTIFICATE
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Y ~eenPyrse Seine Commercial Vessel
R . (Carrier)
Coercgl Fshmg Vessel Llcene

Certificate of Clearance
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wnnPurse Seine Commercial

Carrier
Distant Water Fishing Permit ( )

Vessel

MTU
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s Pyrse Seine Commercial Vessel
Logsheet (CatCher)

a g e
Captain/Mate’s Trasfer Certificate
m— PHILIPPINES PURSE SEINE AND RINGNET LOGSHEET phe = —
o - Pe; 42 Republicofthe hippines
= Department of Agriculture
e M) BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES
| .
B (CAPTAIN/MATE'S TRANSFER CERTIFICATE
o o - FTARED ChYEH ‘BFAR Administrative Circular No. 251, series of 2014) Control No.
| o | wesnan | ST (TR | e | oo | wuoees omenrces O OF CRTTRVESL py 0 NANEOFCRRRER VeSS
B el = P =l i)
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TRINITY HOME CORP. | RING NET
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I 1 Transterred by: ) Check Verified by: [T] ‘Received by: [
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L I ! - [ ‘Narse and Signature ofthe CAPTAIN/MASTER
o e CATHERVESEL
| | | Nome st Sqrfin CPTANMASTER
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saconc pipmas Purse Seine Commercial Vessel (Catcher)
Stowage Plan Special Fishing Permit Distant Water Fishing Permit
_— : -

Note ThisStowagePanis o beaccomplshed by the vesel Captan.
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‘% Catch validator should be present at the start of the unloading of
the fish. The validator monitors the unloading using the Fish
Unloading Monitoring Form (Form 1204)

Unloading of fish

from Vessel

Reublc of the Phppine:
Departmentof Agricuture
BUREAU OF FISHERIES AND AQUATIC RESOURCES Xi

eprone

) 228 185 | (03 352 128/3331

FuM Form 1200
Fish Unloading Monitoring Form
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T
- CERTIFICATION
[m——— s Content:

v x . :Mm"’"“'”:.w + Vessel Name / Truck Plate Number
CERTlFlCATlON * Date Validated

This is to certify that

Estimated Quantity
* Name of Buyer / Trader

was validated on with a quantity of

which a portion was purchased and delivered to

in  compliance = with  BFAR

Uses:
v Requirements for Whole Round Tuna in
Applying for LTP (Domestic / Export)

Administrative Circular 251 series of 2014, and for whatever

legal purpose it may serve.

Certified by:
Purpose:
Convaidaor = To strengthen the traceability

. NO CERTIFICATION, NO LTP
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Ne) S MONITORING

AUCTION MARKET

Monitoring team will

SBI/RECEIVING ¥ o record the Code of
Trip Ticket Slip Vessel, Kilos of Fish,
Issuance Fish ID
PLANT

TRUCKING
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