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Action 5. Develop a regulatory tool for the fishery.  

This activity consists of two tasks, both of which have made significant progress, especially the gear 
inspection component. This is largely due to the approval of the fishing gear and turtle excluder 

devices by U.S. governmental authorities, ensuring the continuation of the Mexican Shrimp Export 

Certification. 

Task 1. Gear Inspections. 

During the 2025–2026 season, onboard observers verified the correct use of the authorized trawl 
gear, including the required Turtle Excluder Devices and bycatch reduction devices, in accordance 

with the applicable Mexican Official Standard. During this period, fisheries officers did not conduct a 

formal boarding inspection; however, enforcement personnel approached vessels to confirm 

compliance. Upon confirming that an onboard observer was present and that the gear configuration 

matched the authorized specifications, officers acknowledged compliance and did not proceed with 

further inspection actions. 

As supporting evidence, this report includes (i) photos documenting the authorized gear and exclusion 

devices onboard (Figure 1), and (ii) an official “Certification Record for Turtle Excluder Devices” for 

the industrial shrimp trawl fleet operating in federal waters of Mexico (Gulf of Mexico/Caribbean and 

Pacific, including the Gulf of California). One certification record is attached as evidence; additional 

certification records for the full FIP fleet can be provided upon request. The attached certification is 
valid for the 2025–2026 season. 

 

Figure 1. Authorized trawl gear configuration, including turtle and fish exclusion devices 

(TEDs/BRDs), as required under the applicable Mexican Official Standard (NOM). 

 

 

 



Task 2. Compliance data collection. 

For this task, the FIP formally requested the 2024–2025 compliance database from CONAPESCA to 

integrate it with the previous season’s compliance dataset, which was already analyzed and reported 

in the first annual FIP report. At the time of this annual update, CONAPESCA has not yet provided 

the requested compliance database. Instead, the FIP received an official dataset detailing 

precautionary gear seizures/retentions for the State of Sonora. 

Importantly, none of the vessels participating in the FIP are listed in the precautionary gear retention 

dataset, and no FIP vessel has been identified as subject to gear seizure and/or enforcement 

sanctions by the authority during the period covered. The dataset is included as supporting evidence 

to demonstrate that enforcement actions and records are being generated by the authority to support 

compliance with fisheries regulations and the application of sanctions when infringements occur. 

 

 






