
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Activity Report: 
 
FFSAPI-SARGEN Handline FIP Conducts Retraining for Handline Fishers on Logsheet 
Reporting, Species Identification, and ETP Policy 
 
Date: October 24, 2025 
Time: 7:00am – 5:00pm 
Venue: Sun City Suites, General Santos City 
 
Participants: 
 
The activity brought together around 60 participants composed of handline crew members, 
captains, vessel owners, and key fishery stakeholders from the SARGEN Handline sector. 
 
Activity Objective: 
 
The training aimed to enhance the capacity of handline crew, captains, and vessel owners to 
accurately record catch data through proper logsheet reporting, improve their skills in 
identifying pelagic, bycatch, and endangered species, and strengthen awareness of relevant 
fisheries conservation laws such as BFAR FAO 208 and FAO 208-1. It also served as an initial 
consultation with stakeholders for the development of an Endangered, Threatened, and 
Protected Species Policy, reinforcing the commitment of the SARGEN Handline sector to 
sustainable fishing practices, legal compliance, and progress toward Marine Stewardship 
Council certification. 
 
Activity Highlights: 
 
1.​ The FFSAPI - SARGEN Handline Fisheries Improvement Project conducted this year’s first 

Training for Handline Fishers on Accurate Logsheet Reporting, Species Identification, and 
Initial Consultation on the Endangered, Threatened, and Protected Species Policy at Sun 
City Suites, General Santos City. 
 

2.​ The program opened with preliminaries led by Ms. Justine Trisha Contreras, Vice President 
of Contreras Professional Consultancy Corp. (CPCC). 
 

3.​ This is followed by Opening Remarks from Ms. Emma Garay, President of FFSAPI. 
 

4.​ Key technical sessions were delivered by experts from the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic 
Resources (BFAR) Region XII.  

 



 
a.​ Mr. Richard C. Tenorio – Administrative Assistant III / VMS Operator, on Proper 

Logsheet Preparation 
 
Participants were trained on the correct way to record fishing activity details such as 
date, time, fishing location, and catch data. The session emphasized the importance 
of complete and accurate logsheet entries for improving traceability, catch 
monitoring, and compliance with BFAR reporting requirements. 

 
b.​ Mr. Aga Khan M. Salong and Ms. Kristine Mae Caracotdacot – Senior Aquaculturist, 

RFIQU-BFAR XII, on Catch Documentation 
 
This topic focused on ensuring the proper documentations and verification of catch 
from the point of harvest to landing. The session highlighted how accurate 
documentation supports product traceability, helps verify legal and sustainable 
fishing operations, and strengthens the data foundation for performance reporting. 

 
c.​ Mr. Edison A. Pesario – Aquaculturist II, RFIQU-BFAR XII, on Species Identification 

(Pelagic and Bycatch Species) 
 

Fishers were trained to correctly identify target species (such as yellowfin and 
skipjack tuna) and bycatch species, including those considered rare or vulnerable. 
Visual aids and specimen photos were used to improve recognition skills, which are 
essential for accurate reporting and avoiding illegal retention of protected species. 
 

d.​ Ms. Ma. Zillah R. Bacongco – OIC, Aquatic Wildlife Enforcement Unit, BFAR XII, on 
FAO 208 and FAO 208-1 Orientation 
 
This session introduced and explained BFAR FAO 208, Series of 2001, which 
outlines rules for the conservation of rare, threatened, and endangered fishery 
species, and the newly issued FAO 208-1, Series of 2024, which updates and 
strengthens those provisions. Participants learned about the legal implications and 
responsibilities of fishers in protecting ETP species and the role of BFAR in 
enforcement. 

 
5.​ The Initial Consultation on the ETP Policy for SARGEN Handline Members, facilitated by 

Ms. Kiesheen May Contreras, Project Officer of CPCC. The consultation gathered inputs 
from vessel owners, captains, and crew members for the draft ETP Policy under the 
SARGEN Handline FIP. Discussions centered on identifying priority species for protection, 
reporting mechanisms for incidental catch, and practical measures to minimize interactions 
with ETP species. Feedback from participants will guide the finalization of the policy to align 
with national regulations and MSC standards. 
 

6.​ The event concluded with Closing Remarks from Ms. Mercedes Ong, President of the 
SARGEN Fish Port Tuna Handline Fishing Association Inc. 
 

7.​ This training activity strengthens the handline industry’s commitment to sustainable fishing, 
accurate catch reporting, and environmental responsibility — key steps toward the 
long-term goal of MSC certification for the SARGEN Handline Fishery. FIP shirts are also 
distributed among the participants. 
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Activity Presentations: 
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