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Self-discipline Convention of Taiwan Hsin-Kang Mahi-Mahi Fishery Improvement Project
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Chapter One. Requirements for Participants of this FIP
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In order to maintain the sustainable utilization of the Mahi-mahi fishery resources
in the coastal and offshore area of Taiwan before the harvest control rule is fully
developed and adopted, the Self-discipline Convention of Taiwan Hsin-Kang Mabhi-

Mahi Fishery Improvement Project (hereinafter referred to as this FIP) is stipulated
as an interim harvest control rule.
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Those fishing vessels, sampan and fishing raft participating in Mahi-mahi FIP shall
not harvest the catch of mahi-mahi under 50 centimeters in length (as Annex 1). The
undersized mahi-mahi harvested as bycatch shall be released alive or discard dead
into the ocean promptly, and shall not be brought into port or kept in possession.
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For the purpose of domestic education or scientific research, the fishermen
authorized by the competent authority or by Mahi-mahi FIP Steering Committee
are exempted from the restriction in paragraph 2.
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Those participating in this FIP shall not sell or purchase the catch referred in
Paragraph 2.
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The captain of fishing vessel, sampan and fishing raft participating in this FIP shall
record its catch thoroughly and correctly in the fishing logbook (as Annex 2); it

K



Amended in December 2025

shall be recorded if there is no catch, the submission rate of the fishing logbook
shall be 100%. Captains who report their catch via electronic logbook system
promulgated by the competent authority may be exempted from filling it the
aforementioned fishing logbook.
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6. After fishing vessel, sampan and fishing raft participating in this FIP enter port, the
catch shall enter fishermen association for auction. Within three (3) working days
after fishing vessel, sampan and fishing raft participating in this FIP enter port, the
fishing logbook of the fishing trip shall be submitted to the Taiwan Mahi Mahi
Fishery Association staff based at the Hsin-Kang, Dong-Kang or Su-Ao Fishermen
Associations.
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7. The captain of fishing vessel, sampan and fishing raft participating in this FIP shall
fill-in and submit landing declaration pursuant to the Regulations for submitting
landing declaration for coastal and offshore fishing vessels as stipulated by the
competent authority, and the submission rate shall be 100%.
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8. Any fishing vessel, sampan and fishing raft participating in this FIP shall accept the
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dispatch of observer, from the observer program authorized by the Steering
Committee to conduct observation mission. Any fishing vessel that receives the
observer dispatched to conduct observation mission shall comply with the following:
C)HLRFRZFAFRLA R o B2 B > B{BEZR -
(1) The captain shall embark and disembark the dispatched observer at the time and
harbor designated by organization commissioned to implement the observer
program.
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(2) The captain shall cooperate with and assist the observer in carrying out duties

required by the observation mission.
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(3) The captain shall provide the observer with daily living and medical treatment
onboard.
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(4) The captain shall inform the dispatched observer of the daily routine,
maintenance, and equipment onboard during his/her embarkation, and inform
everyone onboard of the dispatched observer to carry out observation mission.
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(5) In case there is a need to use communication equipment, such as satellite
telephone or single sideband telephone (SSB), the captain shall provide assistance.
(F) SR 2 A R R L 2 LR R R T EE%’:T‘.%’}? MBREREIE T 2
[ A ERE S PRAES o
(6) The captain and the crew members shall cooperate with and assist the observer
in carrying out duties, and shall not evade, obstruct, or refuse to answer the inquiry
related to the observation mission.
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(7) The captain shall not interfere with, assault, intimidate, or bribe the observer.
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(8) The captain and the crew members shall assist with observer with collecting
catch sample for research.
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(9) The captain shall sign on the record(s) of observation written by the observer.

In case there are different views on the record(s) of the observer, captain’s opinions

may be added.
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(10) The captain shall ensure the safety of the observer. In case of emergency or

distress, special care and refugee shall be provided to the observer.
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9. Catch from fishing vessel that is removed from this FIP fishing vessel list due to
infringements shall not be sold in the name of this FIP.
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10. Participants of this FIP shall cooperate with coordinators in order to carry out work
required and collect relevant information. The definition of not being cooperative
includes but not limited to:
(-)ERE
(1) Declined to be interviewed;
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(2) Interview has been arranged in advance, but the employer and/or the operator
cancels the interview or asks the interviewer to speed up the interview upon
the interviewer’s arrival,
C)PRGRADPFELZ /SRR RS AFHBERPEDIHEB;
(3) The employer and/or the operator demands to be on site during the interview,
and does not leave after the interview team asks staffs of Fishermen
Association to intervene and communicate with them.
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(4) The employer and/or the operator interfere with the interview team conducting
interviews or collecting information.
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11. Fishermen Association shall assist in arranging interviews, taking into account the
weather on site and fishing vessel’s operations. The interview in principle shall be
completed in four (4) hours.
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12. Participants of this FIP shall follow and cooperate with the relevant workplan and
relevant work to push for progress of this FIP.
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13. Those wishing to join this FIP, including those who have been expelled by the
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Steering Committee or those who would like to re-join after withdrawal or those
who have never participated in this FIP, shall read and understand requirements of
participating in this FIP, relevant assessment reports and workplan to keep up with
the progress made.
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14. Fishermen Association shall develop a compliance record and review the
implementation of each requirement and submit it to the Steering Committee
meeting for considerations. The Steering Committee shall discuss non-compliance
and its consequences at its meetings.
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15. To meet the goal and requirements of this FIP and to contribute, any fishing vessel,
sampan and fishing raft participating in this FIP shall catch at least 3,000 kilograms
of mahi mahi in one (1) year. Such number of total catch shall be used to determine

the eligibility of continuing to participate in this FIP or to join this FIP.
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Chapter two Management and Penalty
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1. In case of any infringement of this Convention, after conducting an investigation,

the Fishermen Association concerned of the violating fishing vessel shall inform

the Steering Committee of its finding, if necessary, physical or virtual Steering

Committee meeting may be convened to scrutinize the severity.
ZxEFAE SR EARLEE T ERIAE FRIEL L
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2. For any recidivist of infringements for three (3) times within six (6) months, if
failing to improvement after warnings, the associated Fishermen Association may

report this case to the Taiwan Mahi Mahi Fishery Association and remove the
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fishing vessel from the FIP’s fishing vessel list.
CERRE R N 22 %fﬁ% 2R RRERE TR CHEASET G
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For fishing vessels included in Illegal, Unreported and Unregulated (IUU) fishing
vessel list by regional fisheries management organization (RFMO) or confirmed to
be involved in the mistreatment of crew members leading to the damage of
reputation of this FIP, the Steering Committee shall remove such fishing vessel from

the FIP’s fishing vessel list.
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Operator of fishing vessel that is removed from this FIP’s fishing vessel list may
apply to join the FIP’s Watch List six (6) months after the improvement of
infringement is shown. After three (3) years of evaluation period and being
compliant with relevant regulations during such period, such operators may apply

to participate in this FIP.
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Annex 1. Catch length of mahi mahi
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Body length (the linear distance from its tip of the snout to its forked tail) 50 centimeters
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Annex 2. Fishing Logbook of Taiwan Hsin-Kang Mahi Mahi FIP
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