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· Follow up meeting as agreed at Dec 17th 2025 meeting between FIP coordinators and Marine Institute scientists.
· ETP bycatch information in Ireland is not of a high standard as observer coverage is low and unlike the UK there are no dedicated fisheries bycatch observers.
· Low observer coverage rates creates a particular problem when monitoring rare events
· MI scientists pointed out that fishermen have had problems with a cumbersome process of recording bycatch events in the logbook.
· Additionally there is a fear factor for fishermen that any data recorded will end up causing problems for them.
· Potentially the introduction of new rules on required reporting of bycatch in the EU Fisheries Control Regulation may improve bycatch data.
· The MI scientists informed the FIP coordinator about 2 current European bycatch projects they are involved in, CIBBRINA and Marine Beacon.
· The FIP will look into these projects to assess their relevance for FIP members.
· During a discussion on the utility of dedicated bycatch apps MI scientists felt that the best tools are the official logbook and improved observer coverage.
· FIP coordinators will discuss logbook issues and new reporting requirements under the EU Fisheries Control Regulation with FIP members and assess how improvements in ETP bycatch data may be delivered.


